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This  is  by  the  Grace  of  God 


GHADIR-E-KHUM 

WHERE  RELIGION  WAS  PERFECTED 


"This  day  1  have  perfected  your  religion  for  you  and  have 
completed  My  blessings  on  you  and  am  pleased  with  Islam  as  your 
religion  " 

(The  Holy  Quran  -  Clip.  5y  Verse  Jj 
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As-Salaamo  ala  Muhammadin  \va  aafcy  hce  fil  awwaleen 

As-Salaamo  ala  Muhammadin  wa  aaley  hee  hi  aakheyrcen 

As-Salaamo  ala  Muhammadewn  wa  aaley  hce  lid  dunya  wal 
aakherah. 

As-Salaamo  ala  Muhammadewn  wa  aaley  hoc  wa  rahma- 
toollahey  wa  barakatoh. 

Salutations  be  upon  thee,  O  Muhammad  and  thy  progeny, 
from  the  start  of  the  world. 

Salutations  be  upon  thee,  O  Muhammad  and  thy  progeny, 
till  the  end  of  the  world. 

Salutations  be  upon  thee,  O  Muhammad  and  thy  progeny, 
in  this  world  and  the  hereafter. 


Salutations  be  upon  thee,  O  Muhammad  and  thy  progeny, 
and  may  the  peace  and  blessings  of  God  be  upon  all 
of  you. 


y.tjLjly  jiil  Juki  «jiil 

“  Id  al/Ghadir  is  a  part  of  Islam, 

Whoever  rejects  it  has  really  rejected  Islam  itself.” 

‘Abd'ullah  ul -'Ala'ili, 
a  contemporary  Sunni  scholar  and 
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a  literary  figure  of  Lebanon. 
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“O  thou  esteemed  Messenger,  impart  tlic  guidance 
that  has  been  revealed  unto  thee  from  thy  Lord;  for  if  thou 
doeth  not,  thou  has  not  imparted  His  Message  at  all;  God 
will  protect  thee  from  the  evil  designs  of  men.” 

(The  Holy  Quran  Chp*  5,  Verse  67 
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A  Humble  bubmi.vMon  ol  Imam  blwile  i  who  : 

O  Ahl-ul-Bait  of  Allah’s  Messenger, 

Your  love  is  a  duly  imposed  upon  us  in  the  Holy  Quran, 
It  is  enough  among  your  great  privileges, 

That  whoever  does  not  bless  you,  his  prayer  is  void,' 
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of  the  Holy  Quran. 
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man  and  the  most  eloquent  speaker  and  orator.  His  piety, 
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religion  were  of  such  a  high  order  that  none  could  aspire  to 
[reach  him.  He,  due  to  his  sagacity  and  thorough  knowledge 
’of  the  human  mind,  always  arrived  at  correct  conclusions 
ami  never  change^  his  decisions.  He  possessed  transcen¬ 
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and  loved  truth  and  justice.” 
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’ '  Hu  beginning  of  utsdotn  t\  (he  )<uit  <>f  ilod." 


PREFACE 


“ Remember  !  your  today  may  be  the  only  time  left  to 
you  to  hope ,  desire  and  work ,  and  beyond  today  may  be  the 
biggest  void  —  death.  Whoever  works  during  this  period  of 
expectation  and  hope  (the  span  of  life  allotted  to  him)  he 
shall  reap  the  harvest  and  death  will  not  harm  him;  but  the 
person  who  does  not  care  to  utilize  this  period  beneficially , 
his  time  and  work  is  wasted  and  death  will  bring  calamity 
to  him/' 


“ Relieve  me>  /  know  not  \of  any  blessing  as  great  as 
Paradise ,  yet  those  who  seek  it  are  so  lazy  and  unconcerned 
about  it ,  and  any  punishment ,  as  formidable  and  everlasting 
as  Hell  and  those  who  wish  to  escape  it  are  so  fearless 

,/  ur 

“A  Sermon  of  Hazrat  Ali” 
from  (he  Nahjul  Balagha. 


‘  Has  not  the  time  yet  come  for  those  who  believe,  that 
their  hearts  become  humble  for  the  remembrance  of  Allah 
and  what  has  come  of  the  truth,” 

(The  Holy  Quran  Clip.  37,  verse  16) 


T  he  Holy  Prophet  established  a  school  of  ideal  and 
moral  thoughts  that  lead  to  the  path  of  salvation  and  is 
able  to  maintain  all  material  and  spiritual  necessities  in 
every  age  and  clime.  By  following  this  school,  human 
beings  can  diminish  their  ignorance  and  understand  the 
mysterious  realities  of  the  world. 

To  protect  the  busy  and  officious  humanity  in  the 
field  of  education  and  science  from  any  misguidance  and 
to  provide  him  the  facility  to  follow  the  valuable  school 
established  by  the  Holy  Prophet  and  discriminated  by  his 
teachings,  without  facing  any  difficulty  by  the  order  of 
God,  the  Holy  Prophet  introduced  Hazrat  Ali  and 
announced  very  emphatically  that  according  to  God’s  will 
he  founded  the  City  of  Learning.  It  is  very  necessary  for 
every  one  who  desires  to  learn  something  very  valuable 
and  to  understand  the  realities  which  will  enable  him  to 
tread  the  right  path,  that  God  Almighty  revealed  to  the 
Holy  Prophet  to  guide  such  seekers  to  the  door  of  Hazrat 
Ali’s  house  to  quench  their  thirst  from  this  ocean  of 
knowledge  of  Divine  Sciences. 

The  Holy  Prophet  stressed  this  reality  on  innumerable 
occasions  in  different  words,  and  finally  by  his  last  decla¬ 
ration  at  Ghadir-e-Khum. 

On  the  occasion  of  Hudaibia,  the  great  authority  of 
the  Islamic  world,  Jabir  ibn  Abdulla  Ansari,  a  very  dear 
companion  of  the  Holy  Prophet  and  whom  the  Prophet 
has  called  ‘the  speaker  of  the  truth’,  mentions  that  he  saw 
the  Holy  Prophet  place  the  hand  of  Hazrat  Ali  in  his  own 
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i,n,i  '•  I  .nuIoi  ol  nil  urn .  i-.  orlt  .nul  ill, 

Kilk'i  ol  ilio  ciucl  iuul  the  demon .  lie  wlm  helps  him  will 
be  helped  and  he  \s  ho  hates  him  will  be  hated  in  both  the 
^ 01  Ids.  Then  lie  took  a  deep  breath  and  announced 
loudlv  : 


(A^ucX-4 


Transliteration  : 

A-na  Madinatul  llm  wa  Ali  yun  Baabaulia.  :|j- 

Translation  : 

“I  am  the  City  of  I  lining  and  Ali  is  its  Gale." 

In  another  tradition  concerning  the  same  subject,  the 
Holy  Prophet  referred  to  the  verse  of  the  Holy  Quran 
which  says  "Enter  the  houses  by  their  gates’’  and  said  that 
according  to  the  Divine  Law,  the  entrance  must  be  through 
(  the  front  gales.  ^  , 

In  another  tradition,  the  Holy  Prophet  explained  that 
they  who  claim  "We  entered  the  city  of  Learning  by  the 
way  which  is  other  than  the  way 'of  Ali,  are  certainly 
treading  the  wrong  path.” 

Those  who  have  accepted  ♦this  reality  are  deeply 
concerned  with  Hazrat  Ali  and  want  to  Learn  the  Divine 
Sciences  from  him.  They  have  found  their  way  towards 
the  House  of  Hazrat  Aii  from  Where  t lie  Divine  Sciences 
flow.  Here  they  can  attain  divine  knowledge  according  to 
their  capacity.  Thus  does  the  Heavenly  Light  descend  upon 
’ 


their  hearts  to  enlighten  them.  They  can  never  go  astray 
no i  ever  be  misguided. 

To  the  Muslims,  Ghadir-e-Khum  is  the  famous  place 
where  the  Holy  Prophet  Muhammad  (S.  A.)  completed 
his  final  message  to  mankind  with  regard  to  his  succession. 

The  Arabic  word  “Ghadir”  means  a  pond,  and  Khum 
is  the  proper  name  of  a  particular  pond,  which  is  situated 
about  13  miles  north-west  of  Mecca  in  t lie  heart  of  the 
desert  called  “  Sahara-e-Hujah 

off  the  beaten  track.  Once  upon  a  time  it 
might  have  provided  a  thirsty  traveller  with  water,  but 
then  it  had  completely  dried  up,  and  no  caravan  was 
likely  to  halt  there.  Its  only  significance  was  its  nearness 
to  Johfa,  which  was  a  point  of  dispersal  after  Hajj,  from 
where  the  nomads  of  the  desert,  returning  from  the  Holy 
City  of  Mecca,  would  branch  off  to  different  destinations, 
towards  the  sites  of  their  respective  tents  and  pastures. 
It  was  also  a  junction  from  where  caravans  branched  off  for 
Medina,  Egypt,  Syria  and  Iraq.  If  the  pebbles  that  lie 
strewn  upon  that  sandy  plain  could  speak,  they  would 
tell  us  that  upto  the  day  before  18th  Zilhajj  10  A.  H.  it 
was  a  singularly  uninviting  and  insignificant  place.  But 
destiny  had  a  most  unique  distinction  in  store  for  that 
very  spot,  so  that  today,  after  a  lapse  of  fourteen  centu¬ 
ries,  the  solitude  of  Ghadir-e-Khum  is  the  envy  of  many 
a  populous  city  and  its  desolate  wastes  the  pride  of  many 
a  green  luxuriant  valley. 

Ghadir-c-Khum  was  neither  the  outcome  of  the 
passions  of  a  political  demagogue  nor  was  it  the  manifest 
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tation  of  a  conceited  and  self-indulgent  ruler's  desire  ol 
ostentation.  Had  it  been  so,  it  would  have  dissolved 
into  thin  air  between  Johfa  and  Medina  in  the  same 

manner  as  so  many  functions,  fairs,  night-long  entertain¬ 
ments,  celebrations,  enjoyments  and  processions  of  ancient 
times  have  been  lost  in  legendary  tales  and  oblivion;  so 
also  would  this  event  have  been  forgotten  for  all  time  to 
come.  Consequently,  the  event  would  neither  have  lighted 
up  the  past  nor  would  it  have  provided  guidance  for  the 
future.  Contrary,  with  the  passage  of  time  the  reflections 
of  the  event  of  Ghadir  have  continued  to  shed  their  rays 
throughout  the  wide  expanse  of  the  entire  human  civili¬ 
zation. 

Ask  the  commentators  of  the  Quran,  contact  the 
compilers  of  Hadith  (Traditions),  interrogate  the  historians, 
inquire  from  the  biographers,  discuss  with  the  intelligentsia, 
consult  the  scholars  and  then  ponder  on  the  importance 
of  the  event  of  Ghadir. 


livery  heart  has  been  moved  by  the  event  of  Ghadir 
and  every  soul  has  been  stirred  by  it.  This  event  has 
established  its  authority  among  various  religious  and 
social  groups  and  almost  every  school  of  thought  has 
acknowledged  its  authenticity. 

Ghadir  points  to  that  living  truth  which  emerged  from 
the  horizon  of  history,  shedding  its  light,  like  the  sun,  the 
moon  and  the  stars  on  every  age  and  clime. 


v<  ♦ 


Five  verses  of  the  Holy  Quran  describing  this  august 
event  have  been  revealed  viz.,  3  and  67  of  Chp.  5  The 

<> 
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Food”,  verses  I  &  2  of  Chp.  70  "The  Ways  of  Asiciii". 
mid  verse  7  of  Chp.  94  “The  Expansion”. 

A  summary  of  the  research  of  thirty  well  known 
commentators  on  the  revelation  of  verse  67  of  Chp.  5  is 
that  when  the  caravan  of  the  Apostle  of  God,  while  on 
its  way  from  Mecca  to  Medina,  stopped  at  the  place  known 
as  “Khum”,  the  Archangel  Gabriel  descended  with  the 
proclamation  of  God  Almighty  and  said:  “O  Apostle  ! 
proclaim  what  has  been  revealed  to  you  from  your  Lord 
and  if  you  do  it  not  then  you  have  not  delivered  His 
message  and  Allah  will  protect  you  from  the  evil  designs  of 
men.”  Sixteen  eminent  scholars  presenting  their  researches 

D regarding  the  second  verse  (Chp. 5  verse  67.)  write  that  when 
the  Prophet  Muhatnmad  (S.  A.)  had  proclaimed  the 
succession  of  Ali  bin  Abi  Talib  as  the  Commander  of  the 
Faithful,  the  Archangel  assigned  with  the  task  of  conveying 
the  words  of  God  revealed  the  Holy  verse,  "This  day  have 
I  perfected  for  you  your  religion.  ”  (Chp.  5  verse  3) 

The  literary  investigations  of  thirty  most  prominent 
commentators  of  the  Quran  and  Hadith  have  confirmed 
this  event. 

In  the  same  way  >  when  we  look  towards  the  origins, 
sources  and  authorities  of  Ghadir,  we  feel  that  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  and  spirit  which  the  scholars,  commentators  and 
historians  have  shown  in  this  connection  has  been  exemp¬ 
lary.  Perhaps  no  other  event  of  Islamic  History  bus  been 
related  or  written  with  such  zeal  and  zest.  For  the  sake 
of  brevity,  only  brief  statistics  are  presented  here 

*  In  the  list  of  the  narrators  of  the  event  of  Ghadir  wc 
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find  110  names  of  the  companions  of  the  Prophet 
Muhammad.  (S.  A.)  1 _ _ __ 

I  |i  i<i  necessary  to  mention  that  this  Madith  ( tradition  )•  is 
'  Mulawatir'  tie.  narrated  by  so  many  people  that  no  doubt  can 
be  entertained  about  its  authenticity);  and  the  A'tama  Ammi 

IM  ;l  number  of  Volumes  of  his  celebrated  book  Al  Ohnclir  (  of 
which  eleven  volumes  have  been  published  so  far)  has  given  with 
full  references  the  names  or  110  famous  companions  of  the  Holy 
1'iophct  who  have  nanated  this  llndith.  Just  to  give  an  example 
a  fc-.v  names  are  given  starting  with  the  letter  Alif  (A)-  the  years  of 
their  death  arc  given  in  brackets. 

I)  Abut  Luila  Ansari  (37  A.  H.)i  2)  Abu  Zainab  bin  Awf  Ansari, 
31  Abu  Fudhitln  Ansar!  (38  A.  H. );  4)  Abu  Qudama  -Ansar.;  5)  Abu 
ttmrahin  Amr  bin  Muhassan  Ansari;  6)  Abdul-Haitham  bin  At- 
Tiihan  (27  A.  H.);7)  Abu  Raley  Qibli.  the  slave  of  the  Holy  Pro- 
nbc,  8)  Abu  Dhuwaib  Khuwailad  (or  Khalid)  bin  Khalid  Al-Hadhh; 
9)  As'  as  bin  Zurara  Ansari;  10)  Asma  bint  Umais;  II)  Abu  Hamza 
Anas  bin  Malik  Ansari.  12)  Abu  Rakr  bin  Abi  Qahafa;  and  13)  Abu 
I  lurairn. 

Some  other  names  starting  with  the  letter  (U)  are  as  follows: 
Usama  bin  Zaid  bin  Marita  (54  A.  H.)  Ubay  bin  Knab  Ansari i  (30 
or  32  A.  11.)  Umme  Salma  wife  of  the  Holy  Prophet:  Umme  Ham 

bint  Abi  Talib : 

*  Among  the  narrators  we  come  across 
84  “Tabe’in”.  ‘Tahe'in’  means  ‘followers'  and  were 
those  respected  persons  who  had  not  seen  the  Prophet, 
hut  who  followed  him  immediately  and  had  remained 
in  the  company  of  the  Prophet’s  companions. 

*  If  you  hurriedly  go  through  the  period  from  the  first 
century  Hijri  to  the  fourteenth  century  Hijri  you  will 
Inn]  j|)at  there  were  about  four  hundred  scholars  of 
haditta,  commentary,  history  and  criticism  who  have 


vO* 


discussed  the  details  of  Ghadir  in  their  world  lamed 
writings .  One  of  them,  is  llali/.  Abdul  Ya’ala  Al- 
Attcr  Al-llamdani  who  belonged  to  the  lit t li  century 
Hijri.  He  used  to  relate  the  traditions  of  Ghadir 
under  the  authority  of  quotations  from  250  narrators. 

( Al-Qasvlul  Fas!.  Vol.  I.  page  545). 

*  During  the  early  history  of  Islam  the  event  of  Ghadii 
has  been  quoted  many  times,  but  it  has  been  recorded 
on  22  definite  occasions  for  reference. 

*  About  32  full-iledgcd  books  have  so  tar  been  written 

C  on  the  subject  of  Ghadir;  c.  g.,  the  famous  historian 
land  commentator  Muhammad  bin  Jarir  Tabari  has 
collected  the  traditions  of  Ghadir  in  two  volumes 
(Tarikh  Ibne  Katheer.  Vol.  V);  and  some  other  histo¬ 
rians  have  written  hooks  on  this  subject  in  at  least 
29  volumes  (Yanabi-ul-Mawaddah,  page  36). 

In  every  age  Ghadir  has  stirred  the  imagination  of 
many  poets  and  writers.  From  the  very  inception  of  this 
event  upto  this  very  day,  in  all  ages,  the  masters  ol  art 
and  poetry  have  written  in  praise  of  Ghadir.  This  event 
is  an  ever-living  topic  for  the  literary  gatherings  of  the 
orient.  A  celebrated  Lebanese  Christian  literateur  of  out¬ 
age,  Polas  Salarna  has  versified  his  feelings  under  the  name 
of  ‘Al-Ghadir’.  This  masterpiece  comprises  3,157  couplets 
and  it  has  been  published  by  Al-Nasr  Press,  Beirut. 
Allama  Aniini  in  a  number  of  volumes  of  his  celebrated 
book  ‘Al-Ghadir’  has  dealt  with  the  poems  and  literary 
works  relating  to  this  event  and  it  is  considered  to  be  a 
scholarly  work. 
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Impressed  by  the  extra-ordinary  fame  and  importance 
of  the  event  of  Ghadir  no  less  a  scholar  than  the  famous 
Allama  Zia-Uddin  Muqbibi  (died  1108  A.  H.)  had  to  decide 
that  if  the  tradition  of  Ghadir  is  not  considered  to  be 
well-known  then  no  aspect  of  the  religion  of  Islam  can  be 
traced  and  proved.1 

1.  If  a  Madith  is  “Mutawatir”  (i.  e.  narrated  by  so  many  people, 
that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  about  its  authenticity),  there  is  no 
need  to  look  at  individual  ‘Asnad’  (documents)  at  all.  Still  to  show 
the  hollowness  of  this  charge  we  quote  below,  opinions  of  some 
of  the  famous  traditionalists. 


d)  Abu  Muhammad  Ahmad  bin  Muhammad  An .  has  viM 

•‘Zuinul  : 


a)  Hafiz  Abu  Isa  Tirmizi  has  said  in  his  “Sahih”  (one  of  Sihah 
Sitta)  : 

b  1 
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“Thifl  Hadith  is  accepted  by  Unmiah  and  i(  is  confirming  t<>  'he 
Usool”  (Principles  of  Hadith). 

Likewise,  the  following  traditionalists  (among  hundreds  oJ  othets) 
have  said  that  this  Hadith  is  Sahih  (correct). 


‘This  is  a  Hasan  and  Sahih  (correct)  Hadith'*. 


1)  Abdu  Abdillah  Mahamili  Baghdadi  in  his  'Amuii;  2)  Halidli 
ibn  Abdil  Bar  Qartabi  in  Msti’ab';  3)  lbn-ul-Maghazili  Shali'i  in 
b)  Hafiz  Abu  Jafar  Tannwi  has  said  in  “Muslikilul-Alha  nc  ‘Manaqib*.  ; 


#5 1 

“So,  this  lladith  is  Sahih  (correcH^^vFding  to  "Asnad”  (docu¬ 
ments)  and  no  one  has  anything  against  its  narrators  " 

c)  Abu  Abdillah  Hakim  Ncshapuri  has  narrated  this  Hadith 
from  several  chains  in  •Mustadrak'  and  has  said  that  this  Hadith  is 
Sahih  (correct). 

'<jr  . 


4)  Ghazaii  in  ‘Sirrul- Alumni’;  5)  Abul-Faraj  ibn 
jauzi  in  his  ‘Manaqib’;  6)  Sibt  ibn  Juuzi  in  ‘Tadhkira*;  7)  thn 
Abil  Hudid  Mu’tuzHI  iq  hit  *Sharh-c-Nahjui  Balagha’;  M  Ahu 
Abdillah  Ganji  Shuft’i  in  ‘Kifaya’;  9)  Alauddin  Scmmmi  m 
‘AMJrwatuI-Wuthga*;  10)  Ibn  Hajar  AscjaJani  in  Tahzibm-Tah/ih' 
11)  Ibn  Knthccr  Demashqi  in  his  ‘ Tarikh';  I2j  Jiilalmldin  Suyuti; 
13)  Qaatalanl  in  ‘Mawahib’;  14)  Ibn  Hajar  Makki  in  'Suwaiti ’ : 
15)  Abdul-Huq  Dehlawi  in  ‘Sharhul-Mishkut’  and  many  others. 

It  should  be  mentioned  here  that  all  the  names  mentioned  above 
are  of  famous  Sunni  scholars,  and  when  they  say  that  the  Traditions 
(Hadith)  of  Ghadir  are ‘Sahih’,  they  mean  that  its  narrators  arc  of 
approved  probity,  (do  not  have  any  defects  in  belief  and  deeds  > 
have  perfect  memory,  and  that  these  Traditions  have  no  defect. 

The  highly  esteemed  Shi’te  theologian,  Mulla  Muhammad  Baku 
ul  Majlisi  (d.  1700  A.  D  )  has  given  a  summary  ofihe  inidilions  that 
relate  to  what  happened  at  Ghadir-e-Khum  in  "The  Shite  Kcligiou" 
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A  lltslofY  of  Islam  in  Persia  and  link”  by  Dwight  M.  Dnwiklson, 
J)  I).  I'li  H  published  by  Lu/jic  &  Co.  London. 

M  is  vivid Jy  described  in  ihe  above  book.  I. 

I .  Majlisi,  Hayatu’l-Kulub,  Vol,  339.  Cf.  Merrick’s  Trans., 
entitled  Life  and  Religion  of  Muhammad  A  full  account  in 
Persian  of  the  designation  of  Ali  at  Ghadir-e-Khum  may  be  found  in 
the  Mutamluj'l-Anthar  by  Aga  Muhammad  Sahib*  Mazandarani, 
edit.  Bombay,  1287  A.  H.  p.  92  ft. 
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14  Had  the  principle  of  hereditary  succession  (in  favour 
of  Ali)  been  recognised  at  the  outset,  it  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  rise  of  those  disastrous  pretensions  which 
engulfed  Islam  in  the  blood  of  Muslims.  The  husband  of 
Fatima  united  in  his  person  the  right  of  succession  as  the 
lawful  heir  of  the  Holy  Prophet  as  well  as  the  right  of  iu 
election.  It  might  have  been  thought  that  all  would  sub-  I 
mit  themselves  before  his  glory  so  pure  and  ^ 

it  was  not  to  be.” 


so  grand  but  j  ; 
—  M.  Sedillo^  ifi 


cO 


i. 


3>- 


The  meaning  of  S.  A.  “Sallallaho  Alaihey  \va  Aaleyhi 
wa  Sallam”  “Peace  be  upon  him  and  his  progeny*” 

The  meaning  of  A.  S.  “Alaihis  Salaam'’ 

“Peace  he  upon  him.” 


in 
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THE  FIRST  DECLARATION 

It  has  been  the  general  tradition  of  all  the  Prophets 
that  they  nominate  their  own  successors  in  compliance 
with  the  will  and  Order  of  God  without  taking  the  approval 
from  their  followers  (Ummat)  or  subjecting  the  matter  to 
democratic  whims.  Rut  when  came  the  turn  of  our  Holy 
Prophet  Muhammad  Mustafa  S.  A.,  the  last  Prophet  ol 
Clod,  the  appointment  of  his  successor  became  the  subject 
r»f  controversy  among  his  people  in  spite  of  his  declaring 
Ha/.rat  Ali  as  his  immediate  successor.  A  large  number 
if  both  Islamic  and  non-lslamic  historical  books  bear 
cstimony  to  the  fact  that  from  the  inception  of  his 
irophethood  upto  his  demise,  the  Holy  Prophet  had  on 
nany  occasions  revealed  his  view  to  his  associates  and 
ollowers  that  as  per  the  will  of  God,  he  would  be  succeeded 
>y  none  other  than  Hazrat  Ali  to  carry  on  with  his  Mission. 

Of  those  occasions  where  the  Holy  Prophet  had  openly 
lominated  Hazrat  Ali  as  his  vicegerent,  the  first  was  the 
nccting  of  Dawat-e-Asheera  (Propogation  of  Islam  among 
datives)  when  the  Holy  Prophet  was  ordered  openly  to 
ivitc  his  kith  and  kin  to  embrace  Islam. 

Gibbon  piclurises  the  scene  of  this  assembly  in  his 
ook  ‘The  Decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire’  in  these 
'ords  : — 

“Friends  and  kinsmen”  said  Muhammed  to  the 
,  "I  oil...  j  mi  ami  I  atom  .an  otter  the  most 
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precious  of  ^ 1 1 1 > ,  ihe  tiCiisiircs  of  tlu>  woiki  and  oi  iii 
world  to  conic.  God  has  commanded  me  to  call  you  i 
His  service.  Who  amongst  you  will  support  my  burden 
Who  amongst  you  will  be  my  supporter  and  my  successor?1 


day  of  hi*  Mission  lo  t  ho  last  i  a  Con  of  Ins  (  unci  .il,  I  In  A|his 
tic  was  never  forsaken  by  a  generous  friend,  whom  he 
delighted  lo  name  his  brother,  his  vicegerent,  and  the 
faithful  Aron  of  a  second  Moses.” 


No  one  answered.  The  spell  of  astonishment  am 
suspense  was  at  length  broken  by  the  impatient  courag- 
of  Ali  who  was  about  13  years  of  age. 

“O  Prophet  !  I  am  the  man;  whosoever  rises  again* 
thee,  I  shall  dash  out  his  teeth,  tear  out  his  eyes,  brcsil 
his  legs,  rip  up  his  belly.  O  Prophet  !  1  will  be  thj 
successor.” 


Propjiet  Muhammed  accepted  this  oiler  with  pleasure 
Thus  at  this  vcr>  occasion  of  the  introduction  of  Islam 
Hazrat  Ali  was  openly  declared  by  the  Holy  Prophet  ai 
his  immediate  successor.  This  incident  has  also  beet 
given  by  Thomas  Carlyle  in  ‘Heroes  and  Hero  Worship’ 
Gibbon  in  ‘Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire*, 
Washington  Irving  in  ‘Muhammad  and  His  Successors’ 
Gibbon  says  : 


“The  birth,  the  alliance,  the  character  of  Ali  which 
exalted  him  above  the  rest  of  his  countrymen,  might  jus* 
tify  his  claim  to  the  vacant  throne  of  Arabia.  The  son 
of  Abu  Taleb  was  in  his  own  right,  the  chief  of  Bani 
Hashim  and  the  hereditary  prince  or  guardian  of  the  cit> 
and  temple  of  Mecca.  Hazrat  Ali  had  the  qualification 
of  a  poet,  a  soldier  and  a  saint;  his  wisdom  still  breathes 
in  a  collection  of  moral  and  religious  sayings  and  ever)1 
antagonist  in  (he  combats  of  the  tongue  or  of  the  sword, 
was  subdued  by  his  eloquence  and  valour.  From  the  first 


The  Missionary  Activities  of  Hazrat  Ali 

It  was  in  the  year  10  A.  H,  that  the  Holy  Prophet 
received  the  last  deputation.  In  fulfilment  of  their  pledge 
some  two  hundred  people  from  Yemen  arrived  at  Medina 
to  tender  their  personal  allegiance  to  the  Prophei.  This 
was  due  to  the  missionary  activities  of  llazint  Ali  who 
was  sent  to  relieve  Khalid  B.  Walid.  Khalid  was  deputed 
by  the  Holy  Prophet  to  propagate  Islam  among  the  people 
of  Yemen.  This  was  in  Rabiul-Akhir  10  A.  H.* 

During  the  six  months  of  Khalid’s  stay  in  Yemen, 
the  Prophet  received  nothing  but  complaints  and  the 
mission  was  a  complete  failure.  The  Prophet  then  deputed 
Hazraf  Ali,  with  three  hundred  of  his  followers  to  replace 
Khalid.** 

The  youthful  hero  modestly  expressed  that  he  would 
have  to  deal  with  men  far  older  than  himself  and  well 
versed  in  old  scriptures.  The  Prophet  then  putting  his 
hand  upon  Ali’s  chest,  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven  and 
exclaimed  :  uO  God  1  loosen  Ali’s  tongue  and  guide 
his  heart,”  He  then  gave  out  a  rule  for  Ali's  guidance  as 
a  judge,  saying,  “When  two  parties,  come  to  thee,  never 
pronounce  in  favour  of  one  until  thou  hast  heard  the 

*  1  bn  Khaldun;  Tabari. 

**  Abdul  Flda;  Ibn  Khaldun,  Rawdzat  aFAhbab; 
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oilier."  Then,  arranging  with  his  own  hands  Mi’s  head¬ 
dress  and  giving  into  his  hands  the  Standard  of  Faith,  the 
Prophet  hade  him  farewell.  A!i  proceeded  to  Yemen  and 
there  read  the  Prophet’s  letter  to  the  people  and  delivered 
his  sermons  according  to  the  dictates  of  the  Prophet, 
preaching  the  doctrines  of  Islam  to  the  multitudes,  with 
the  result  that  the  whole  tribe  of  Hamdanis  embraced  the 
l'aith  in  a  single  day.  (Ibn  Athir,  Kamil  V.  II). 


Ail  reported  the  success  of  his  mission  to  the  Prophet 
who  on  receiving  the  good  news,  instantly  bowed  low  with 
his  forehead  on  the  ground,  in  humble  reverence  to  God, 
to  offer  Him  thanks.  Other  tribes,  one  after  the  other, 
followed  the  example  of  the  Hamdanis.  Some  Chiefs  paid 
homage  and  made  pledges  on  behalf  of  their  people,  Ali 
reported  daily  the  progress  of  his  activities. 

Now  receiving  orders  from  the  Prophet,  he  proceeded 
to  Najraan,  collected  the  dues  from  the  people,  and  then 
retraced  his  steps  to  Mecca  where  he  was  to  join  the 
Prophet  on  his  farewell  pilgrimage. 

>t*?.',W!'"’"'ir.?l«!!5?5n!S,S?Si2S!HS7SZS85t!*!i!SSB'B!!5S6t!B93B:l 
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1  *  Wc  nrc  the  descendants  of  the  Holy  Prophet 
recipients  of  the  Divine  Message,  fho  angels  are  obe¬ 
dient  to  us  and  we  are  the  Mines  of  Information  and  the 
Fountains  of  Wisdom.  He  who  is  our  friend  and  helper 
fms  the  right  to  hope  for  Allah’s  Mercy  and  he  who  hates 
us  and  bears  us  enmity  deserves  Allah’s  Anger.” 

A  Sermon  of  Hazrat  Ali  from  Nahjul  Balagha 

jji  v\ 
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CHAPTER  H 


GLIMPSES  Ol  THE  JOURNEY 

Not  a  single  event  of  the  sacred  life  of  the  Prophet 
lias  been  omitted  by  the  mighty  pen  of  the  biographers, 
it  would  be  no  exaggeration  if  we  assert  that  history  has 
preserved  each  and  every  impression  of  the  footprints  of 
this  caravan  in  its  pages.  The  minutest  details  concerning 
the  journey  and  halting  places  through  which  this  caravan 
passed  has  been  treasured  in  the  annals  of  history  in  a 
unique  manner.  We  get  no  other  example  where  one 
solitary  occurance  has  been  described  so  comprehensively, 
nor  can  we  trace  any  other  instance  when  so  many  sources 
have  publicised  an  event  with  such  prominence  and  vividitv 
as  we  witness  in  respect  of  this  great  occasion  and  trans¬ 
mitted  the  reflections  of  this  memorable  event  to  its  readers 
from  every  point  of  view  and  angle. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  Zilhaj  10  A.  H„  when  the  Holy 
Prophet  under  the  impression  of  his  approaching  end, 
decided  to  make  a  farewell  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  where  he 
had  not  been  after  his  emigration  to  Medina.  As  the  time 
for  the  pilgrimage  approached,  he  started  to  make  prepa¬ 
ration  for  the  same. 

He  invited  people  from  all  quarters  of  the  Peninsula 
to  join  him,  in  order  to  become  well  acquainted  with  the 
proper  performance  of  various  rites  attendant  on  the  sacred 
ceremonies. 
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The  news  spread  like  wild  fire,  that  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  was  proceeding  to  the  sacred  city  of  Mecca  for  his 
farewell  pilgrimage  and  which  was  later  known  as  : 


"Hajjatul  Wida”  (Farewell  Pilgrimage) 

In  order  to  avail  of  this  opportunity  of  performing  the  fare¬ 
well  Haj  Pilgrimage  with  their  beloved  Prophet,  people 
from  every  nook  and  corner  of  Arabia  hurried  to  Medina 
to  accompany  him.  Within  no  time,  tents  for  these  people 
were  erected  in  the  environs  of  the  City  of  Medina. 

The  biographers  have  very  cautiously  quoted  the 
approximate  numbers.  Their  estimate  is  that  the  number 
of  persons  who  set  out  for  this  pilgrimage  with  the  Prophet 
was  in  no  way  less  than  ninety  thousand.  Besides  this, 
the  Muslims  who  reached  Mecca  from  other  parts,  also 
numbered  into  thousands. 

On  Saturday,  the  25th  of  Zilqad  10  A.  H.  corr 
ponding  with  the  year  633  A.  D.,  the  last  Messenger  of 
God,  took  a  bath  and  pul  on  simple  garments'  comprising 
„f  |,  Calico  mantle  lor  (he  lower  |S;iri  of  the  body  and 
another  for  the  upper  half.  He  appliefl^rfumc  to  his 
body  and  dollies,  offered  noon  prayrt(^iid  accompanied 
by  the  members  of  his  household  prepared  to  leave  the 
city  of  Medina.  The  caravan  w already  to  start  and  was 
awaiting  orders  for  departure.,  Receiving  the  signal  to 
move  on.  an  immense  concourse  of  Muslims  started  to 
suri’C  forward. 

so 


" 

rrcs- 
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A  well  known  companion  oi  the  Holy  Prophet,  JaMi 
bin  Abdullah  Al-Ansari  narrates,  "When  I  looked  to  the 
front  and  behind  and  to  the  right  and  the  left  and  then 
towards  the  extreme  end  which  could  come  within  sight, 
only  a  sea  of  heads  was  visible.” 

When  the  Holy  Prophet  called  out  to  God  : 

“Labbaik  Allahoomma  Labbaik” 

"Here  I  am,  O  Lord,  at  Thy  service” 

Thrilling  voices  joined  in  chorus  chantingly,  and  the 
entire  region  for  miles  around  seemed  to  echo  with  this 
soul-stirring  call. 

In  the  early  morning  of  Sunday,  26th  Zilqad  10  A.  H., 
this  caravan  reached  Yalamlam.  For  a  short  while  during 
the  night  it  stopped  at  Sharfus- Sayyaalaa.  Morning 
prayers  were  offered  at  Irquz-Zubya  and  in  the  early  hours 
the  caravan  was  at  Rauhas.  Very  little  time  was  spent 
at  Munsarif  for  noon-prayers  and  at  the  place  of  Muta’- 
asha  there  was  a  short  break  in  the  journey  for  evening 
prayers  and  supper,  In  the  dusk  of  night  the  Prophet 
graced  the  alighting  place  known  as  Isaabaa.  When  the 
golden  rays  of  the  sun  were  emerging  from  the  east,  the 
people  of  Arj,  watching  the  dust  of  the  caravan,  were  all 
out  to  welcome  the  worthy  guest.  On  Tuesday  the  Apostle 
of  God  entered  Dahi  Jamal  and  on  Wednesday  he  reached 
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Suqya.  Most  of  the  night  was  spent  on  the  way  and  at 
dawn  he  arrived  al  Abwa  where  the  shrine  of  the  Holy 
Prophet’s  beloved  mother  is  situated  and  here  the  noble 
son  of  Amina  offered  prayers.  On  Friday  the  caravan  was 
at  Johfa  and  on  Saturday  it  halted  at  Qudaide.  It  reached 
Asfan  on  Monday  and  left  hurriedly.  The  pilgrims  stayed 
at  Marruz-Zahraan,  and  after  a  short  rest  the  caravan 
headed  for  its  next  destination,  which  was  Sarf.  The  sun 
had  almost  set  by  the  time  they  reached  Sarf,  but  the  Holy 
Prophet  did  not  offer  evening  prayers  there,  and  preferred 
to  cover  a  sufficient  distance  and  offer  prayers  near  the 
hillocks  of  Mecca.  Satisfied  with  the  safe  conclusion  of 
his  journey,  he  comfortably  passed  the  whole  night  at  his 
Inst  destination. 

Arrival  at  Mecca 

It  was  Wednesday,  7th  Zilhajj  when  the  Messenger 
of  God  joyfully  entered  the  sacred  city  of  Mecca. 

He  went  round  the  House  of  God  and  (hereafter 
became  completely  engrossed  in  prayers.  In  the  meantime, 
Ali  bin  Abi  Talih  whom  the  Prophet  had  sent  to  Yemen 
to  call  the  Yemenites  to  [slam  also  arrived  ahead  of  his  men 
and  joined  the  Prophet  at  Mecca.  For  instunce,  Imam 
Ali  A.  S.  had  led  a  large  congregation^  Pilgrims  to 
Mecca.  Keeping  this  consideration^  mind,  the  obser¬ 
vation  of  the  famous  historian,  Ibnc  Atlvccr  Al-Jazari, 
that  the  crowd  on  the  occasion  of  the  ‘Farewell  Pilgrimage’ 
swelled  to  more  than  1,40,000  seems  to  be  quite  correct. 
I  hc  Prophet  was  very  glad  to  see  him  and  affectionately 
embracing  him  asked  whm  vow  lie  bad  taken  lor  the 


\C 


I'itgi image  Ali  icpiied  "I  base  taken  upon  me  a  vow  l«> 
perform  the  same  pilgrimage  as  my  beloved  Prophet, 
whatever  that  may  be,  and  I  have  brought  thirty-four 
camels  for  the  sacrifice.”  The  Prophet  exclaimed  “Allaho 
Akbar”  (God  is  Great),  and  said  he  had  brought  sixty- 
six.  The  Prophet  further  added  that  in  all  rites  of  the 
pilgrimage,  as  well  as  in  the  sacrifice,  he  (Ali)  would  be 
his  partner.  Thus  Ali  also  performed  the  Greater 
Pilgrimage  ajong  with  the  Prophet.  Before  completing 
the  rites  of  pilgrimage  the  Holy  Prophet  addressed  the 
assembled  multitude  from  the  lop  of  the  Jabal-ul-Arafat 
in  words  which  yet  live  in  the  hearts  of  Muslims.  As  the 
various  ceremonies  were  to  be  treated  as  a  model  for 
future  guidance,  the  Prophet  observed  rigourously  each 
rite,  whether  in  compliance  with  Revelation  or  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  putt iarchial  usage.  Thus,  when  the  camels 
were  to  be  offered  as  sacrifice,  the  hundred  camels  were 
sacrificed  by  himself  and  Ali  conjointly.  A  repast 
prepared  from  the  meat  of  t he  sacrificed  camels  being 
served,  the  Prophet  sat  down  with  none  other  but  Ali  to 
partake  of  it.  The  ceremonies  of  the  pilgrimage  ended 
with  shaving  of  heads  and  paring  of  nails  after  the 
sacrifice  of  animals.  The  pilgrim’s  garb  was  then  removed 
and  a  proclamation  was  made  by  Ali,  who  rode  on  the 
Prophet's  Duldul,  that  the  restrictions  of  pilgrimage  were 
over. 

At  t he  conclusion  of  the  pilgrimage,  the  Prophet 
reformed  the  Calendar,  abolishing  the  triennial  interca¬ 
lation  and  appointing  the  year  to  be  purely  lunar,  consisting 
of  twelve  lunar  months,  thus  fixing  the  month  of  Pilgri¬ 
mage  according  to  the  changing  seasons  of  the  lunar  year. 
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CHAPTER  III 

THE  SERMON  AT  GHADIR-E-KH UM  AND 
THE  LAST  DECLARATION 

Bidding  farewell  to  his  native  city  ot  Mecca,  the 
Prophet  set  out  for  Medina  on  the  14th  Zilhajj  10  A.  H. 
accompanied  by  the  same  congregation  of  Muslims. 

Now  as  his  swift  dromedary  (camel)  sped  on  and  on 
with  its  long  swinging  strides,  a  life  of  tireless  totl  was 
nearing  its  end;  a  mission  of  mercy  and  devotion  was 
approaching  its  culmination  and  the  seeds  of  Divine  dis¬ 
pensation  were  about  to  begin  bearing  their  fruit.  His 
demeanour  showed  the  signs  of  sublime  peace,  coupled 
with  an  overwhelming  sense  of  gratitude  and  an  insatiable 
yearning  for  the  Creator  and  Chcrisher.  |jc  |1u(j  already  designated  his  Ahl-ul-Bait  on  several 

Yet  on  close  scrutiny,  his  serene  features  could  not  occasions,  us  the  Ark  of  Noah,  the  sliong  lope  ol  (mil, 

have  failed  to  disclose  the  signs  of  a  ponderous  thought-  - - f  'he  nuntied  ones  and  made  l 

fulness,  as  if  he  was  weighing  the  prosand  cons  of  some 


part  of  his  task  still  remained  imlullilled.  mid  n  was  i  Ins 
which  made  him  restless  in  the  moment  of  his  greatest 
triumph.  He  saw  that  the  sands  of  time  were  running 
out  and  the  cup  of  his  life  was  Idled  almost  to  the  brim. 
This  being  so,  the  most  important  task  was  to  ensure  the 
continuity  of  his  life’s  work  by  someone  endowed  with  all 
the  moral  values  which  he  had  upheld,  or  else  ail  his 
miraculous  achievements  during  the  twenty-three  years  of 
his  Apostolic  ministry  stood  in  danger  of  being  forgotten 

forever.  It  was  a  matter  of  prime  importance  that 
Divine  Guidance  should  continue  after  him  and  the  Divine 
Sovereignity  should  be  exercised  by  the  chosen  ones  ol 
God,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Prophet, 

He  hud  already  designated  his 


momentous  decision. 

What  could  be  the  cause  of  this  restlessne^g  Had  he 
not  accomplished  all  that  he  had  set  his  mind  to  do  ? 
The  Unity  and  Justice  of  God  had  been  convincingly 
instilled  into  the  hearts  of  men;  the  belief  in  the  angels, 
the  Scriptures,  the  Prophets,  the  revival  of  the  dead,  and 
the  Day  of  Judgment  had  all  been  authoritatively  expo¬ 
unded. 


So  with  the  meticulous  ♦thoroughness  ot  his  genius. 
Prophet  Muhamnuul  realised  that  the  most  important 


mil  rca 
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the  door  of  forgiveness,  the  puriiied  ones  and  made  their 
love  incumbent  upon  his  followers.  He  had  similarly,  on 
many  occasions,  pointed  out  Ali  as  “my  brother  and  succ¬ 
essor",  “the  door  of  the  city  of  Knowledge”,  “the  most 
equitable  judge,”  “the  embodiment  of  faith”,  and  having 
the  position  with  regard  to  him  as  “Aron  was  to  Moses”. 

Were  these  pronouncements  going  to  be  forgotten, 
misinterpreted  or  ignored  by  his  followers  alter  him  ! 
Could  the  Prophet  allow  them  to  be  set  aside  by  power- 
seekers  ?  He  knew  that  he  had  to  make  a  final  and  uncha¬ 
llengeable  declaration  regarding  his  successor.  The  choice 
of  the  appropriate  moment,  however,  depended  not  on  him 
but  on  Divine  Inspiration.  So  thoughtfully  he  marched  on 
towards  Medina. 
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The  Desired  Destination 

On  the  18th  Zilhajj  (10th  March  682  A.  D  ),  a  little 
before  noon,  the  caravan  reached  Johfa.  The  town  of  Johfa 
is  situated  at  a  distance  of  13  miles  from  Mecca  and  is  the 
junction  from  where  routes  for  Medina,  Egypt,  Syria  and  Iraq 
radiate  in  different  directions.  On  its  border  is  a  pond. 

As  the  Prophet  arrived  at  Ghadir-e-Khum  the  signs 
of  a  revelation  suddently  appeared.  The  voice  of  Archan¬ 
gel  Gabriel  coaxed  him  saying; 


l£»“) 


r,  impa 

that  has  been  revealed  unto  thce*,’j  a 
impress  the  urgency  of  the  Command, 


“O  thou  esteemed  Messenger,  impart  the  guidance 

. .  and  in  order  to 

Gabriel  went  on 

to  say  :  XT 

“F  or  if  thou  docth  it  not,  thou  hast  not  imparted  His 
Message  at  all,” 

and  again  in  the  same  breath  to  allay  his  Tears  and 
misgivings,  the  angel  added; 
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“God  will  protect  thcc  from  the  evil  designs  of  men.” 
(Clip.  6  verse  67). 


Allah  had  addressed  His  beloved  messenger  using  His 
Divine  title  and  the  tone  of  the  message  clearly  indicated 
that  he  was  commissioned  to  a  mission  of  great  concern 
and  importance  and  had  to  act  upon  it  immediately. 


On  hearing  this  imperious  command,  the  Holy  Prophet 
entrusted  all  his  energies  for  its  proper  execution  and 
accomplishment.  As  the  Prophet  pulled  up  his  reins,  the 
whole  entourage  came  to  a  halt.  It  was  extremely  hot 
and  the  earth  was  burning  like  lire.  Some  people  had  gone 
4 ahead  and  some  were  still  behind.  The  Prophet  of  Islam 
recalled  the  swift-footed  persons  and  sent  a  message  advi¬ 
sing  the  slow  moving  to  reach  him  quickly. 


The  Prophet  soon  dismounted  and  asked  his  followers 
10  clear  the  ground  and  to  erect  a  Pulpit  (Minibcr)  ol 
camel  saddles'under  the  shade  of  the  live  gum-acacia  trees. 


»  It  voters  to  the  Commandment  contained  in  Sara  Al- Inshii  an 
iTiic  Expression)  XCIV  oT  the  Quran,  which  says : 

I  Have  we  not  expanded  for  you  your  breast,  lot  thee 
;  And  taken  olV  you  your  burden 
y  Which  pressed  heavily  upon  your  back  ? 

4.  And  exalted  for  you  your  esteem, 
y  surely  with  difficulty  comes  ease 
(,.  With  difficulty  is  surely  ease; 

7.  And  when  you  arc  free,  nominate  (your  successor i  (Alii 

5.  And  make  your  Lord  your  exclusive  object.  In  the  7th  \cim 

(jod  has  commanded  the  Piophet  to  appoint  his  successor  lAli). 

-  Tafsn  Kabir;  Tafsir  Durr-al-Munthur;  Tafsir  Ncslutpuri;  Sirat- 
ii  l  - 1  In  labia , 
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The  pebbles  and  thorns  that  lay  scattered  were  promptly 
brushed  aside.  Others  on  receiving  his  express  directions 
began  to  untie  the  saddles  from  the  backs  of  the  camels 
for  the  pulpit.  The  arrangement  thus  completed,  the 
throng  squatted  upon  the  bare  earth,  some  spreading 
their  cloaks  on  the  ground  to  reduce  the  discomfort  of 
sitting  on  the  burning  sand,  whilst  others  were  holding 
up  their  handkcrchicves  to  protect  their  eyes  from  the 
sun’s  glare,  for  it  was  nearly  midday.  Soon  it  was  time 
for  the  noon  prayers.  The  Holy  Prophet  motioned  to 
Bilal  to  recite  the  Azan  with  the  words  : 


The  possessor  of  unique  distinction  of ‘not  speak  mg 
out  of  personal  desire’  started  his  speech  cast  in  the 
following  historic  words  : 

“All  praise  belongs  to  Allah.  In  Him  do  1  pul  nn 
faith  and  from  Him  do  I  crave  support.  Him  do  1  trust 
and  His  protection  1  seek  against  the  malice  of  our  souh 
and  evil  of  our  deeds.  The  misguided  have  no  guide  save 
Him,  and  those  who  are  guided  by  Him  can  never  go 
astray.  I  bear  witness  that  there  is  no  one  worthy  ol 
worship  save  Him  and  that  I,  Muhammad,  is  His  slave 
and  Messenger.” 


Hayya  ala  Khairil-amal  ,  .  AU  ,  .  ltK 

Hasten  towards  the  best  of  deeds  /O  “°  y  f®».  *>«**■  *•  Allah  If, Hi 

The  acceptance  of  this  Divine  Message  was  lo  be  a  crucial  informed  me  that  the  days  of  toy 
event  upon  which  the  perpetuity  of  the  Prophet’s  Mission 
depended.  Bilal  in  a  melodious  tone  proclaimed  the  call 
for  prayers  and  people  began  to  form  lines  for  the  same. 


The  Holy  Prophet  walked  briskly  towardv'ftrs  place  to 
lend  the  congregational  prayers.  On  completion  f>f  the 
prayers,  the  beloved  Messenger  of  God  cast  a  glance 
over  the  surging  crowd  and  gracefully  moved  towards  the 
unique  and  historic  pulpit. 


of  the  Pult 


From  the  Heights  of  the  Pulpit 

The  people  having  clustered  round  the  pulpit,  the 
Prophet  stepped  up  taking  on  his  right,  Ali,  whose  turban, 
black  in  colour,  with  one  end  hanging  over  his  shoulder, 
was  arranged  by  the  Prophet  himself. 


M 


end  and  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  I  shall  be 
called  away  from  your  midst  towards  the  eternal  abode. 
But  you  and  I,  each  one  of  us  must  answer  unto  Him  tor 
all  things  arc  due  from  us.  What  then  do  you  say”  ? 
Historians  relate  that  in  reply  to  this  question  of  the  Holy 
Prophet,  the  surging  congregation  of  about  1,50,000 
persons  acclaimed  with  one  voice,  “O  Allah  !  we  bear 
witness  that  you  have  ably  performed  the  responsibilities 
of  Prophethood.  You  have  done  your  duty  and  ncvei 
ceased  to  guide  and  advise  us  according  to  the  Divine 
will.  May  Allah  bestow  His  reward  upon  you.” 

The  stream  of  eloquence  overflowed  again  and  the 
‘interlocutor  of  the  Holy  of  Holies’  continued  his  fasci¬ 
nating  discourse,  saying;  “Then  do  ye  bear  witness  to  the 
Unity  of  God  and  the  Apostleship  of  this  servant  of  God 


_ _ k„  14  i  v  rommiinrl  sinH  fin 
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bear  witness  that  resurrection  anti  judgment,  heaven  and 
hell  and  life  hereafter  are  certainties  ?” 


And  they  all  answered,  “Without  the  slightest  doubt 
we  emphatically  aflirm  all  these  eternal  truths.”  When 
the  voices  gradually  died  down,  the  Prophet,  said,  “O 
Grul  he  Thou  my  witness.”  Then  he  enquired,  “Is  my 
voice  reaching  all  of  you  ?”  The  congregation  replied  in 
the  affirmative,  saying,  “Yes  my  Lord!  your  every 
word  pierces  our  hearts.”  “Now  then”  continued  the 
Prophet,  "Listen  to  me  carefully,  for  I  have  been  comm¬ 


anded  to  tell  you  that  I  will  soon  be  taken  away  from  your 
midst,  and  1  will  be  reaching  the  Fountain  of  Kauscr 
before  you  and  all  of  you  will  follow  me  sooner  or  later. 
The  width  of  the  Fountain  of  Paradise  would  be  equal 
to  the  distance  that  lies  between  Sana  and  Basra  (the  way 
between  Yemen  and  Syria).  What  to  say,  the  number  of 
silver  bowls  and  drinking  vessels  there  are  countless  like 
the  stars  in  (he  sky.  I  leave  behind  unto  you  my  legacy 
of  two  most  precious  things,  each  of  which  surpasses  the 
other  in  its  grandeur.  At  this  stage,  a  man  from  the 
congregation  inquired  of  the  Apostle  the  meaning  of  the 
■  |  wo  Most  Precious  Things’:  The  Prophet  replied,  “One 
I.  tlu-  Book  of  (iod-the  Holy  On  ran,  one  end  of  which 
is  in  the  hands  of  God,  the  Glorious  and  Majestic  and  the 
Ollier  is  in  your  hands.  Hold  it  fast,  least  you  deviate 
from  the  Right  Path.  The  second  is  my  Ahl-ul-Bait-my 
descendants.  God  the  Knower  of  secrets  and  the  Aware 
has  informed  me  that  both  these  will  never  separate  from 
each  other  till  they  reach  me  at  the  Fountain  of  Kausar 
and  their  union  is  eternal.  So  long  as  you  adhere  unto 


:<> 


both  of  them  you  will  never  go  astray.  Therefore,  O  ye 
my  people,  it  is  my  last  Will  and  Testament  unto  you  that 

\  »mi  ‘oIumiM  remain  fcnchlul  i v i  t  tw  U^h  Vjuiaii  ami 

to  my  Ahl-ul-Buit  as  true  Muslims  until  death.” 

By  these  portentous  words  all  those  who  loved  their 
teacher  and  benefactor  were  moved  to  tears. 

And  I19  continued,  “Do  not  lag  behind  them  and  do 
not  walk  ahead  of  them,  for  in  cither  event  you  will  get 
lost.  But  follow  them  and  walk  in  their  footsteps  and 
they  will  guide  you  along  the  Straight  Path.” 

Then  he  asked,  “Who  do  you  think  is  more  worthy 
'of  obedience  than  your  souls?” 

And  they  answered,  “God  and  His  Messenger  know 
best.” 

And  he  continued,  “Lo !  God  is  my  Master,  1  am 
the  Master  ol  the  faithful  and  1  have  rights  over  them 
even  more  than  they  themselves  possess.” 

Saying  this,  the  Holy  Prophet  of  Islam,  taking  the 
hand  of  Ali,  raised  it  high  to  its  full  extent  in  front  of  the 
mammoth  gathering  and  proclaimed  : 


“Mum  kunto  Maulaho  fe  liaaza  Ali  yun  Maulaho” 

“Of  whomsoever  I  am  the  Master  (Maula),  this  All 
is  his  Masier  (Maula)  too” 
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Historians  write  that  the  Messenger  of  God  repeated 
this  order  thrice,  but  Imam  Ahmad  bin  Hanbal  insists 
that  it  was  said  four  times. 

Then  the  Holy  Prophet  lifted  his  hands  heavenwards 
and  prayed  : 

rf  i>  U  b  b  j*4i)I 


“This  day  have  1  perfected  your  Religion  for  you  and 
have  completed  My  favour  on  you,  und  have  chosen  Islam 
US  your  Religion,"  Chp.  5  Verse 

The  infidels  had  hopes  that  a  day  would  conic  when 
Islam  would  die  out,  but  God  through  the  actualization 
of  this  particular  event  made  them  lose  forever  the  hope 
that  Islam  would  be  destroyed.  This  very  event  was  the 
cause  of  the  strength  of  Islam. 


This  Divine  Communication  clearly  proved  that  on 
account  of  Hazrat  All's  appointment  to  the  Itnamaf,  the 
religion  was  perfected ,  the  blessings  of  Allah  completed 
and  Islam  approved  by  God. 

OWhen  this  verse  was  revealed,  the  Holy  Prophet  said, 
. .  ’Allaho-Akbar  on  the  perfection  of  the  religion,  (he  con,- 

He  further  prayed  : 


“O  my  Lord,  be  a  friend  of  him  who  is  a  friend  of  Ali. 
and  be  an  enemy  of  one  who  bears  enmity  to  Ali,  help  him 


X* 

“And  O  my  Lord  !  whichever  way  Ali  turns,  the  Right 
is  in  the  same  direction.”  He  continued.  ‘‘Listen,  this  is 
binding  upon  those  who  arc  here,  and  it  is  your  bounden 
duty  to  convey  this  Message  to  those  who  are  not  present.” 

It  was  after  this  proclamation  that  Almighty  Allah 
sent  down  Gabriel  with  the  following  verse  of  the  Quran: 


pletion  of  the  blessing,  the  Lord’s  acceptance  of  my 
Messengership  and  the  Wilayat  of  Ali  after  me.” 


$5 


’ll >Y(  ■>  ' 


The  celebrated  historian  Muhammad  bin  Jarir  Tabari 
(died  310  A.  H.)  in  his  book  ‘Al-Wilaaya’  witli  reference 
to  the  well  known  companion,  Zaid  bin  Arqum  (died  66 
A.  H.)  has  discussed  a  few  more  parts  of  this  sermon. 
According  to  his  description  the  Prophet  at  the  end  said. 
‘‘0  Muslims  1  say  that  we  pledge  for  this.  Wc  give  our 
word  of  honour  and  extend  our  hands  of  allegiance.  We 
shall  transmit  your  message  to  our  children  and  other 
members  of  our  family.  We  shall  not  make  any  sort  of 
alteration  or  change  in  it.  We  shall  stand  witness  to 
our  pledge  and  acknowledgment  and  for  this  God  is  our 
witness.”  Later  the  Prophet  said,  “Repeat  whatever  I 
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have  said  and  salute  Ali  on  his  designation  as  the  Comm¬ 
ander  of  the  Faithful.” 


/aid  bin  Arqam  narrates  that  at  the  end  of  the 
Prophet's  discourse,  people  advanced  group  by  group 

towards  the  tent  especially  errected  for  this  ceremony  and 
amidst  the  applause  of  greetings  and  congratulations  they 

begun  to  swear  allegiance  to  Imam  Ali. 


The  tone  and  purpose  of  these  two  religious  revela¬ 
tions,  firstly,  the  verse  commanding  the  Prophet  to  deliver 
the  Message  with  the  warning  that  any  omission  on  his 
part  would  amount  to  a  complete  failure  of  his  mission, 
and  secondly,  the  last  revelation,  declaring  the  Lord’s 
pleasure  at  the  fulfilment  of  the  task,  clearly  indicates 
that  they  relate  to  some  matter  of  prime  importance  (and 
not  merely  to  some  abstruse  detail  of  ritual  such  as  the 
prohibition  of  ham  and  pork,  or  i  the  rules  of  killing 
animals  for  meat).  It  is  only  in  the  light  of  the  Hadith-e- 
Gluidir  that  these  two  passages  of  the  Holy  Quran  can  be 
properly  understood  for  their  true  importance  and  full 
significance  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  these 
two  verses  were  revealed  after  the  Prophet’jlast  pilgrimage, 
proclaiming  the  fulfilment  of  his  Mission. 


& 
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CHAPTER  IV 


AUTHENTIC  TRADITIONS 

In  Mishkat,  u  tradition  of  “Bara’a-Bin-Azib  and 
Zaid  is  quoted  here  for  further  clarification  from  the 
Musnad  of  Ahmed  lbn  Hanbal  :  The  companions  of  the 
Prophet  state,  “We  were  accompanying  the  Apostle  on  his 
journey.  When  we  reached  the  oasis  of  Ghadir-e-Khum 
the  announcer  called  ‘Assalato  Jamia*,  (come  to  congra- 
gational  prayer).  The  earth  under  the  trees  was  swept 
for  the  Apostle.  Then  after  the  Zohar  prayer  was  over, 
the  Apostle  held  the  hand  of  Ali  lbn  Abi  Talib  and  said 
"O  People!  ‘Do  you  know  that  according  to  every 
believer  I  am  superior  to  his  soul  ?”  All  of  them  replied, 
4Tt  is  a  fact,  O  Messenger  of  Allah!  To  every  believer 
you  are  superior  to  his  soul.”  Then  the  Apostle  said, 
44 Ali  is  also  the  Master  of  him  whose  Lord  I  am,  O  Allah  I 
befriend  him  who  befriends  Ali  and  be  alien  to  him  who 
is  alien  to  Ali.”  Thereafter  Omer  met  Ali  and  said, 
“Hail  to  thee  !  O  son  of  Abu  Talcb,  today  you  become 

the  Master  pf  all  believing  men  and  women.” 

T 

Wahidee  in  Asbab-un-Nuzool;  Suyootee  in  Tafseer- 
e-Durr-i-Mansoor;  Shukani  in  Tafseer  Fathul  Qadir  and 
Sideeq  Hasan  Khan  in  Fathul  Bayan  state  a  tradition  noted 
by  lbn  Abi  Hatim  and  other  scholars  from  Abu  Saeed 
Khudri  in  which  it  is  remarked  that  the  verse  lt0 
Messenger!  wake  known  what  has  been  revealed  unto  you 
by  our  Lord  and  if  you  do  not  do  so  you  have  not  made 
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known  your  message.-  (Chp.  5,  verse  67 )  was  revealed 
on  the  occasion  of  the  gathering  at  Ghadir-e-Khum 
in  honour  of  Ali.  In  another  tradition  which  has  been 
quoted  by  Aini  in  his  annotation  of  Snhcch  Bukharcc- 
this  verse  is  paraphrased  as  “O  Messenger!  Proclaim  the 
order,  which  your  Lord  has  passed  and  revealed  unto  you 
in  honour  of  Ali  Ibn  Abi  Talib.”  So  when  this  verse  was 
revealed  the  Apostle  held  Ali  by  his  hand  and  said,  "Ali 
is  also  Lord  of  him  who  has  taken  me  as  his  Lord.” 


Many  similar  quotations  arc  given  by  historians  and 
the  names  of  a  few  arc  Abul  Fida,  Ibn  Khallakan  in 
Wafiyat-ul-Alyaan,  Hakim  in  his  Mustadrak,  Nasace  in 
Kitabul  Khasais,  Ibn  Hajar  Makki  in  Sawaiq-i-Muhriqa,  - 
Rouzt-ul-Ahbab  :  Naishapuri  in  Tafscer  Gharaibul  Quran,  : 
Hafiz  Ibn  Mardwaih  and  Hafiz  Abu  Naeem  from  Abu 
Saeed  Khudri. 

Muhammad  Ibn  Saalim  Hanafi  remarks  in  his  marginal 
note  on  Sirajul  Muneer-i-Azeezee,  an  annotation  of  Jam’t 
Sahgeer  of  Suyootee,  that  when  the  Apostle  delivered  hts 
speech  "Ali  is  also  the  Lord  of  him  who  has  me  for  his 
Lord’*,  and  some  of  the  people ( inquired  of  the  Holy 
Prophet,  "Was  it  not  sufficient  fo|«^Jro  profess  the 
creed  of  evidence,  say  our  prayers  and  give  alms  with 
strict  regularity,  that  the  superiority  and  Lordship  of  Abu 
Talib’s  son  is  now  being  imposed  upon  us?  Do  you 
commission  us  in  this  matter  tfLyour  own  accord,  or  is  it 
ordered  by  Allah?”  The  Apostle  replied,  "By  Him  other 
than  whom  there  is  none  to  be  worshipped,  this  is  the 


order  of  Allah.” 
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Tafscer-o- Sulabi,  Noor-ul-Absar,  Sccrut-ul-llalahiyah 
and  Mustndrak  relate  that  Harith  bin  Nonman  Al-Fnhri 
refused  to  acknowledge  Ali  as  his  leader  and  disputed  with 
the  Holy  Prophet  on  this  matter  and  said  :  “O  Allah  I  it 
this  be  truly  Thy  Command  then  either  rain  down  stones 
from  heaven  upon  Muhammad  or  punish  us.  A  large 
stone  fell  upon  Harith  from  heaven  and  he  was  killed  just 
as  the  army  of  Abraha  and  their  elephants  had  been  killed 
before.  The  following  verse  was  revealed  on  that  occasion. 

“A  questioner  asked  for  the  inevitable  punishment  to 
befall. the  disbelievers  which  no  one  can  avert "  (Chp.  70 
Verses  1-2.  J 

■  The  great  research  scholar,  Allama  Sayed  Hamid 
Hussain  Kintoori,  has  Written  two  volumes  of  the  Abaqa- 
tul- Anwar  after  the  investigation  of  innumerable  sources 
through  which  the  Hadith-e-Ghadir  has  come  down  to  us. 
In  recent  years  the  emminent  Aalim,  Ayatullah  Shaikh 
Abdal  Husain-al-Ameeni  of  Najaf  has  listed  the  names  of 
110  companions  of  the  Holy  Prophet  who  have  reported 
this  tradition  as  eye-witnesses:  Abu  Bakr,  Omar,  Abdullah 
bin  Jafar,  Abdullah  bln  Abbaas,  Salman  Faarsl,  Jaubir  bin 
Abdullah  al-Ansarl,  Abu  Saeed  Khudri,  Zaid  bin  Arkam, 
Abu  Ayub  Ansaari,  Qais  bin  Saed  bin  Ubaade,  Hassan  bin 
Thaabit  and  Ammaar  bin;  Yaasir.  All  of  them  have  consi¬ 
dered  the  meaning  of  jthe  word  ‘Maula’  to  be  the  Master 
who  holds  the  greatest  right  of  disposal.  And  eighty- 
three  tabe’in  (followers)  who  heard  it  from  their  elders 
and  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  Ulema  of  all  sects,  arran¬ 
ged  chronologically  through  each  of  the  centuries  since 
the  time  of  the  Prophet  to  the  present  day,  who  have 
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recorded  the  event  of  Ghadir-e-Khum  in  their  books  and 
acknowledge  its  authenticity.  Ayatullah-al-Amini’s  major 
opus  ‘Al-Ghadir’,  is  a  classic  of  erudiction  and  painstaking 
research.  The  book  establishes  beyond  doubt  that  no 
matter  what  criterion  of  verification  may  be  adopted,  the 
event  of  Ghadir,  which  points  to  the  nomination  of  Ali 
by  overwhelming  and  incontrovertible  evidence,  and  that 
if  ever  any  tradition  is  to  be  believed,  the  Hadith-e-Ghadir 
holds  the  first  claim  to  acceptance. 


It  will  be  readily  vouched  by  every  scholar  of  the 
Arabic  language,  that  the  word  “Maula”  in  its  meaning 
is  far  superior  to  the  word  Caliph.  A  Caliph  is  only  a 
successor  to  one  in  any  office,  but  a  ‘Maula  means  the 
l.ord  and  Master  of  everything.  In  using  the  word  ‘Maula’ 
for  Ali,  the  Apostle  of  God  intended  to  convey  the  Divine 
Will,  that  after  him  Ali  should  be  held  in  the  same  position 
as  he  himself  was  for  his  people. 

Ali  was  undoubtedly  the  chosen  and  declared  successor 
of  the  Holy  Prophet  from  the  beginning  of  his  Prophetic 

(•  Tabari;  Iben  Athir;  Abdul  Fidn.'Amir  Ali) 

Nor  does  he  speak  of  (his  own)  inclination,  it  (the 
wording)  is  naught  but  a  revelation  revealed  (unto  him) 
Clip.  53,  Verse  3  and  4).  ♦ 

Shah  Ali  Hasari^aisi,  a  great  celebrated  Sunni  Sufi. 
|,.,c  made  the  meaning  of  the  word  “MAUI .A”  as  implied 


The  Holy  Quran  says  : 
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n  the  declaration,  very  clear  in  his  stanza  in  Persian 


♦‘Abus  dar  Maanee-ay-mun  kunto  Maula  mcc  ravee 
hersoo,  Ali  Mania  ba-on  manee  keh  Paigambar  boo-ood 
Maula.’’ 


Translation  : 

♦’In  vain  doth  thou  wander  in  all  directions  in  inter¬ 
preting  the  word  Maula  (Master). 

Ali  is  in  the  same  sense  Maula  (Master)  as  was  the 
Holy  Prophet  Maula  (Master).” 

Philosophers,  commentators  of  the  Quran,  poets,  his¬ 
torians  and  seekers  of  truth  all  unanimously  acknowledge 
this  vital  tradition  as  an  established  fact.  The  valley  of 
Ghadir-e-Khum  owes  its  fame  to  this  single,  unique  and 
unforgettable  event,  upon  which  the  survival  of  the 
guidance  of  Islam  depends,  and  as  long  as  there  remains 
a  single  grain  of  sand  from  that  parched  and  arid  wild¬ 
erness  it  will  rise  and  proudly  describe  how  the  Prophet 
of  Mercy  once  trod  upon  that  ground,  how  he  proclaimed 
the  worthiest  of  his  disciples  as  the  Amir-ul-Mominin,  for 
there  was  no  one  worthier  than  him  and  his  descendants 
the  Holy  Imams,  to  defend,  expound  and  propagate 
Islam's  immortal  teachings  to  the  world. 
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The  Holy  Prophet  has  said  : 

“I  am  the  last  of  the  Apostles  of  Allah  (Khatam-um- 
Nabceyecn). 

O  Ali,  whilst  you  are  the  last  of  Mie  successors  to  the 
Prophets  (Khatam-ul-Wasccyccn).” 


The  Holy  Prophet  used  to  say  : 

M  If  I  am  the  city  of  knowledge,  verily  Ali  is  the  gate 
by  which  people  can  enter  that  city  ”  On  another  occa¬ 
sion  he  said,  "Of  my  followers.  Ali  surpasses  all  in  the 
possession  of  knowledge.  Wisdom  and  knowledge  have 
been  divided  into  ten  parts,  one  part  being  given  to  th 
entire  world  whilst  Ali  alone  possesses  the  other 
On  another  occasion,  the  Prophet  remarked, 
tionship  of  my  other  companions  to  Ali  in 
knowledge  is  that  of  a  single  drop  to  a  mighty 


a  mighty  ocea 

i 
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CHAPTBK  V 


CORONATION  CLLbHRA  HONS 

If  there  would  have  been  any  wordly  empire  or  the 
occasion  of  the  accession  to  the  throne  of  any  Imperial 
Majesty,  the  ornamented  crown  and  jewel-bedecked  diadem 
would  have  definitely  dazzled  the  eyes  of  imagination. 
But  this  occasion  related  to  an  Islamic  State  and  a 
Sovereign  appointed  by  the  Prophet  of  Islam  as  his 
Immediate  Successor  and  Vicegerent.  The  ways  of  Islam 
are  unique  and  so  are  the  aspects.  Neither  does  its 
civilization  resemble  another  nor  does  its  culture  harmonise 
with  any  other  creed. 

♦ 

The  civic  decorum  brought  by  the  religion  of  God 
is  without  any  blemish  and  the  simplicity  of  its  social 
order  is  far  removed  from  other  civilizations. 

On  the  plains  of  Khum  and  near  the  border  of  Ghadir 
we  see  that  the  Apostle  of  Allah  after  proclaiming  the 
vicegerency  of  the  ‘Master  of  the  pious’  under  the  mandate 
of  Allah  called  Imam  Ali  by  his  side.  He  wound  his 
special  turban  over  his  head  and  said  “O  Ali  !  the  un  ban 
is  the  crown  and  tiara  of  the  Arabs.” 

AUama  Shablanji,  the  writer  of ‘Nurul-Absar’  writes, 
“Among  various  appellations  of  honour,  a  title  of  the 
Holy  Prophet  was  ‘possessor  of  the  crown’.  Illustrating 
his  assertion  the  same  writer  further  says,  ‘‘Here  the 
crown  means  ‘turban’  because  it  is  confirmed  by  a  Hadith 
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or  the  Holy  Prophet.*'  The  turban  wrapped  by  the  Holy 
Prophet  over  Mi’s  head  was  called  ‘Sahab*  or  ‘cloud". 
Interesting  details  of  Ali's  coronation  are  available  in 
hooks  such  as  ‘Isaba’,  ‘Kanzul  Ummat*.  ‘Riazun-Nazara’, 
•I  araedus-Simtain*  and  Ibnc  Asir's  ‘Ni-Haya*. 


According  to  the  narration  of  Ibnc  Shazan,  the 
Apostle  of  God  with  his  own  hands  wound  the  turban 
over  the  head  of  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  leaving 
one  of  its  ends  at  the  back  and  the  other  one  on  the  shoul¬ 
der.  After  that  he  asked  Ali  to  turn  his  back.  Ali  did 
likewise.  Then  he  said,  “Now  turn  your  face  towards 
me.”  And  Ali  stood  face  to  face  with  his  beloved  Master 
who  glnaccd  at  him  front  head  to  foot  and  felt  delighted. 
Then  in  a  tone  of  profound  love  and  affection  said,  “The 
crowns  worn  by  the  angels  arc  also  the  same.” 


We  find  yet  another  narration  in  ‘Kanzul  Ummal 
ascribed  to  Imam  Ali.  Its  gist  is,  “The  Prophet  after 
performing  this  ceremony  at  Ghadir-e-Khum  said,  “O  my 
beloved  cousin  Ali  !  the  angels  through  whom  Gdd  Almi¬ 
ghty  helped  us  in  the  battles  of  Badr  and  Hunain  were  all 
wearing  turbans,  which  is  a  sign  of,  distinction  and  faith 
in  God.’*  The  Prophet  always  used  to  f^call  this  turban 
of  eminence  and  superiority  and  this  recollection  was  very 
dear  to  him."  . 

Allarnn  Ali  bin  Burhanuddin  in  his  book  Insanul 
Ounc  Fi  Seeratil  Memoonf  writes,  “The  Prophet  had  a 
(urban  which  was  colled  ‘Sahab’  or  cloud.  He  had 
adorned  Ali  bin  Abi  Talib’s  head  with  it  on  the  day  of 
Ghadir-e-Khum.  Nwhenever  Ali  wearing  this  turban  appe¬ 


ared  before  t  lie  Prophet,  the  Apostle  of  God  addressing 
the  people  would  say,  “Here  comes  Ali  wearing  the ’Sahab". 
The  Prophet  ol  Islam  was  always  delighted  on  seeing 

ill,'  l,»t»i‘  »*l  III  *  II » M 1 1  VS  111,  1 1  llv  I  Mill  1*11,1  1*1%  .  il  «-H  ,\l|  tlllil  II,,. 

also  desirous  to  sec  Ali's  coronation  celebrations  being 
commemorated  in  the  Islamic  Society. 


The  Congregation  Greets  Ali 


A  renowned  historian  Ibnc  Khawand  Shah  (died  903 
A.  H.)  on  page  173  of  the  First  Volume  of  his  book  “Raw- 
zalus  Safaa’  and  yet  another  famous  historian,  Ghias- 
uddin  (died  942  A.  H.)  on  page  144,  volume  III  of  his 
great  presentation,  ‘Habibus  Siyar’  write  "When  the 
meeting  held  under  the  serene  and  blissful  atmosphere  of 
the  Revelation  ended,  the  Holy  Prophet  made  Imam  Ali 
sit  in  a  specially  pitched  tent  and  ordered  the  Muslims 
to  proceed  group  by  group  to  congratulate  him  on  his 
succession.  When  the  men  had  finished  their  greetings, 
the  Apost|e  of  Allah  ordered  his  wives  to  go  and  offer 
their  congratulations. 

According  to  the  narration  of  Zaid  bin  Arqam,  a 
well-known  companion  of  the  Prophet,  immediactly  on 
receiving  the  orders  of  the  Prophet  the  entire  crowd  with 
one  voice  said,  ‘  By  all  means  we  shall  most  willingly  obey 
the  mandate  of  God  Almighty  and  Mis  Apostle"  and 
moved  forward  towards  Imam  Ali  bin  Abi  Talib.  Omni 
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bin  Al-Khatab  was  the  first  to  congratulate  Ha/.rat  Ali  in 
the  following  words : 


“Bakhin  bakhin  lakaa  yabna  Abi  Taleb  asbahta  Maul- 
aayee  \va  Maula  kullau  momineen  wa  mominaatin.” 

‘‘Greetings  be  to  thee  O  son  of  Abu  Taleb  !  thou  hast 
dawned  as  my  Master  and  the  Master  of  all  faithful  men 
and  women/' 

He  was  followed  by  Abu  Bakr,  Osman,  Talha  and 
Zubair  who  were  among  the  first  to  clasp  the  hands  of 
Ali  and  swear  allegiance. 

They  were  followed  by  the  Muhajirs  and  Ansars  and 
then  by  the  rest  of  the  congregation  who  swore  allegiance 
to  Ali  and  congratulated  him  on  his  designation  as  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Faithful.  This  grand  celebration  continued 
for  full  three  days.  (Kitabul  Wilayah,  by  Mohammad 
bin  Jarir  Tabari,  (died  310  A.  H.]). 

Abu  Hamid  Ghazali  (died  505  A.  H.)  confirms  the 
words  of  Omar  bin  Khattab  at  the  time  of  greeting  Hazrat 
Ali,  as  follows,  “Excellent  !  How  fortunate  you  are  O 
father  of  Hasan  I  Ndfr\ou  have  become  my  Master  as 
well  as  of  nil  the  Muslims.*’  (‘Sirrul  Alamain'  page  9). 


O’ 


Hafiz  Abu  Bakr  Khateeb  Baghdadi  (died  463  A.  H  )  has 
also  quoted  these  words  in  his  book  on  history.  If  wc  go 
through  the  pages  of  history,  biography,  hadith,  lafsccr 
amt  Arabic  lucraluiu,  ivu  ati.ill  nmt  iluii  ilil»  gnmi 
of  the  Islamic  world  was  begun  with  the  recitation  of  an 
ode  of  Hassan  ibne  Thabit,  who  was  an  esteemed  poet  and 
follower  of  the  Prophet  and  who  died  in  54  A.  H. 

Abu  Saeed  Khudri  writes  in  ‘Mirqatush  Shcr’  that 
when  the  Apostle  of  God  had  declared  the  proclamation 
of  Ali’s  succession,  Hassan  ibne  Thabit  said,  “O  Messen¬ 
ger  of  God  !  I  have  composed  a  few  couplets  in  praise  of 
Imam  Ali  and  I  beg  you  to  allow  me  to  recite  them.”  The 
Holy  Prophet  said,  ‘Please  do  so’.  On  getting  this  permi¬ 
ssion  Hassan  began  to  recite  his  ode.  The  opening  couplet 
was  : 

“Yunadihumu  Yawmal  Ghadir  Nabiyyuhum  Bc- 
Khummin  Wasma’a  Bir-Rasule  Munadiya’.” 

Translation  :  “Their  Prophet  was  calling  them  on  the 
day  of  Ghadeer  at  Khum  and  listen,  what  a  good  caller 
the  Prophet  is.” 

This  impromptu  and  befitting  poem  of  the  Prophet’s 
court  has  reached  us  through  thirty-eight  most  authentic 
and  correct  literary  sources.  One  very  important  phase 
of  Hassan’s  ode  is  that  this  renowned  literary  figure  of 
the  seat  of  Islam  gave  such  an  apt  elucidation  and  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  word  ‘Maula’  that  it  presents  a  vivid  and 
clear  meaning  of  this  expression.  The  result  was  that 
this  explanation  left  no  room  for  any  conjectures  on  the 
part  of  the  non-Arab  critics  and  thus  put  a  stop  to  any 
possible  adverse  effects  on  the  good  literary  taste. 
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Ali  The  Master 


The  event  of  18th  Zilhaj  JO  A.  H.  was  neither  a 
mailer  of  secrecy,  nor  an  underground  gathering  nor  an 
hidden  endeavour.  As  such  no  room  is  left  for  any  sort 
of  doubt,  suspicion,  uncertainty  or  ambiguity.  This 
mammoth  congregation  attended  by  thousands  was  held 
by  the  mandate  of  God,  under  the  supervision  of  (he 
Prophet  of  Islam,  in  a  vast  desert,  in  the  full  light  of  the 
day.  The  main  proceedings  of  this  event  are  preserved 
in  the  official  documents  of  Islam  (Quran  and  Hadith). 


Similarly,  statements,  the  accounts  of  eye-witnesses 
and  reports  of  prominent  literary  figures  and  intellectuals 
who  attended  this  important  session  of  Islamic  history, 
have  been  recorded  in  the  books  of  history  and  biography. 
How  strange  it  is  that  in  spile  of  all  these  undeniable  facts 
some  persons  have  tried  to  present  their  own  biased  senti¬ 
ments  in  regard  to  the  event  of  Ghadir,  In  the  wriltings 
of  such  prejudiced  writers  the  word  “Maula"  has  been 
the  focus  of  discussion  and  comments.  They  consider 
that  the  word  ‘Maula’  does  not  mean  ‘master,  leader,  head, 
or  superior’  but  it  has  been  used  in  the  sense  of  "friend, 
helper  and  cousin*.  Had  this  beeft  a  minor  objection  we 
would  have  definitely  overlooked  it.  But  the  word  'Maula4 
is  the  most  important  word  uttered  on  the  day  of  Ghadir. 


Any  reasonable  person  would  have  to  admit  that  the 
Holy  Quran  docs  not  present  enigmas  and  the  Apostle  of 
God  never  indulged  in  quiblcs  and  puns.  This  mode  of 
conversation  is  against  the  very  spirit  of  sincere  guidance 
and  purity  of  thought  and  speech.  The  Prophet  while 
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using  this  word  in  Ins  Prophetic  discourse  had  clarified 

It*  and  in  nini*,'i  rwn . 

among  those  who  heard  Ins  sermon  proclaimed,  "Ah  is 
Maula  in  the  same  sense  in  which  the  Prophet  is 
Master.”  Moreover,  the  Holy  Prophet  later  on  explained 
the  true  sense  of  this  word  at  length.  Ali  bin  Hainecd 
on  page  38  of  his  book  \Shamsul  Akbhar,  writes,  ‘When 
it  was  enquired  from  the  Apostle  of  God  about  the  Hadith 
‘Whose  Master  I  am”  he  said,  “As  God  is  my  Master, 
so  I  am  the  Master  of  the  faithful  and  in  the  same  sense 
Ali  also  is  their  Master/’ 

Among  the  religious  heads  and  scholars  are  the 
following  who  have  confirmed  the  above  :  Mohammad  bin 
Saib  Kalbi  (died  146  A.  H.),  Yahya  bin  Zaid  Kuli  (died 
207  A.  H.)  Abu  Obaida  Basri  (died  210  A.  H.),  Abul 
Hasan  Akfash  Nahwi  (died  215  A.  H.),  Abu  Zaid  bin 
Aus  Basri  (died  125  A.  H.),  Ibne  Qutaiba  Deenwari  (died 
276  A.  H,),  Abdul  Abbas  Salab  Shaiban  (died  291  A.  H  ) 
Abu  Bakr  Anbari  (died  328  A.H.),  Abul  Hasan  Rumniani 
(died  384  A.  H),  Abul  Hasan  Wahidi  (died  468  A.  H.), 
Sa’ad  Uddin  Taftazani  (died  791  A,  H.)  Sluihab  -Uddin 
Khafaji  (died  1069  A.  H.),  Hamzawi  Maliki  (died 
1303  A.  H. ),  Abu  Is’heq  Salabi  (died  427  A.  H.), 
Husain  Bin  Mas’d  (died  510  A  H.)  Jarullah  Zamak hshari 
(died  538  A.  H.)t  Abu  Baqa  Ukbari  (died  616  A.  H.), 
Qa/i  Nasiruddin  Baizawi  (died  692  A.  H.),  Aila-Uddin 
Khazin  Baghdadi  (died  741  A.  H.)  Mohammad  bin  Ismail 
Bukhari  (died  21  5  A.  H.),  Ibne  Hajar  Haithmai  (died  974 
A.  H»),  Mohammad  bin  Jarir  Tabari  (died  310  A.  H  ), 
Hafiz-Uddin  Nasafi  (died  701  A.H.),  Abu  Sa'ud  Hanali 
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(died  972  A.  H.),  Sharif  Jurjani  (died  618  A.  H.),  Abdul 
Abbas  Mubarrad  (deceased  285  A.  H),  Abu  Nasr  Farabi 
(died  393  A.  H.),  and  Abu  Zakariya  Khateeb  Tarizi 
(died  502  A.  H.)  have  firmly  emphasised  (hat  Maula  j 
means  ‘head*  and  ‘master  ■ 


Mohammad  bin  Abd-c-Rabbch  writes  that  once  in 
a  large  assembly  of  intellectuals  the  word  ‘Maula'  was 
being  discussed  in  the  presence  of  Mamoon  Al-Rashccd. 
He  asked.  “How  can  such  a  petty  thing  that  cannot  be 
associated  even  with  an  infant  be  related  to  such  an  emin¬ 
ent  personality  as  that  or  the  Apostle  of  God  ?  The 
Prophet  under  extra-ordinary  circumstances  had  halted 
such  a  large  crowd  only  to  declare  that  whose  fjricnd  is  the 
Prophet,  Ali  is  also  his  friend  or  whose  cousin  is  the 
Prophet,  Ali  is  also  his  cousin  ?  Does  it  sound  convincing  ? 

I  warn  you,  do  not  try  to  wrongly  interpret  your  Ulema.” 
(Eqdul  Farced,  volume  III,  page  42). 

(V 

Meaning  of  Maula  in  Language 

Inspitc  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Traditions  (Hadith) 
of  Ghadir,  some  people  try  to  water  down  JjV  significance 
by  saying  amongst  other  things  that  the  word  ‘Maula’  in 
that  Hadith  means  ‘friend'  and  that  the  Holy  Prophet 
wanted  to  announce  that  “Anybody  whose  friend  am  I, 
this  ‘Ali  is  his  friend.” 

However  not  a  single  person  who  was  present  at 
Ghadir  did  understand  this  ^alleged  meaning.  Hassan  bin 
Thabit  Ansari  (the  well-known  poet  of  the  Holy  Prophet) 

7r 
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\c 


composed  Uieic  and 

before  the  gathering: 


iltlU),  it  tiH\{  loilll-ll  Die 


?  .  “  1C 


“Then  said  (the  Holy  Prophet)  to  him,  ‘Stand  up,  O 
Ali  because  I  am  pleased  to  make  you  Imam  and  Guide- 
after  me,” 


Umar  bin  al-Khattab  congratulated  Imam  Ali  (a.  s.) 
in  these  words  : 


“Congratulations,  O  son  of  Abu  Taieb,  You  became 
Maula  of  all  believers,  men  and  women.” . 


If  Maula  means  friend  why  then  these  congratula¬ 
tions?  And  was  ‘Ali’ enemy  of  all  believers,  men  and 
women  before  this  time,  so  that  Umar  said  that  ‘  this 
morning  you  became  friend  of  them  all’  ? 
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Imam  Ah  (A.  S.)  himself  wrote  to  Muawiya  (  son  of 
Abu-Sufynti )  : 

‘TIk-  Messenger  of  Allah  made  over  (o  me  Ins 
authoi  iiy  upon  you  on  the  day  of  Ghndir-e-Khum. 

M„l  (here  »rc  mm,  o.k.r  Companion*  of  the  Holy 
Prpphe.  who  used  in  .heir  poem*  .he  word  Ma  Ma  ". 

c, . nolion  will.  Ghacii.-e-KI.um  in  the  sense  of  Masle,  . 

AmJ  countless  scholars  of  Ihe  Quran,  Arabic  grammar 
and  literature,  have  interpreted  Mania  as  Aula  (I.  e.  avmg 
more  authority).  The  names  of  Ihe  following  are  quoted 

us  an  example  : 

l bn  ‘Abbas,  Knlbi,  Farm,  Abu  'Ubaida  Ablush. 

Bukhari  in  bis  Sahib  (Vol.  7.  p.  240),  Ibn  ^  ' 

|vlni  Tabari  and  Wnhidi,  etc.  Thalab.,  Zamakhash  , 
Nasali,  Kba/.in  Baghdadi  and  Muhlbbuddin  Afand,,  clc 
(See  Mishkat  al  Misabib.  Habib  al-S.yar,  I  also  ol  laban, 
B^ks  of  Shaibani,  Abu  Shaiba,  Abu  Ya’ala  Ibn  Uc,da 

and  many  others).  \  ^/ 

Meaning  «f  Mnula  In  Context 

Now  let  us  see  what  meaning  can  wc  infer  in  the 
context  of  this  lladilh.  Because'  if  a  word  can  be  used  m 
meanings,  the  best  way  to  ascerwinjhe  true  expla- 

„a,io„is,olooi.a,theco„,e^Q^^ 

'I'here  are  scores  of  -Indications  in  this  Hndilh  which 
dearly  show  that  the  only  meaning  tilting  the  occasion 

enn  be  ‘Must 


4  ft 


Some  of  them  are  ns  follows  :  - 

Khut  :  the  question  which  iho  llulv  Piophel  nskc.l 
just  before  ihe  declaration. 


“Do  I  not  have  more  authority  upon  you  than  you 
have  upon  yourselves?” 

When  they  said, ‘Yes,  surely’,  then  t he  Holy  Prophet 
proceeded  to  declare  : 

“Of  whomsoever  I  am  master,  Ali  is  his  master  too”. 

t 

Can  any  doubt  be  entertained  that  Mania  has  the  same 


meaning  as 


Aula  Beyknnv 


j  I 


‘Having  more  authority  upon  you’  as  in  the  preceding 
question  ? 

At  least  63  great  Sunni  traditionalists  have  quoted 
the  above  and  among  them  are  Imam  Ahmad  bin  Hanbal, 
Ibn  Majah,  Nusai  and  Tirmidhi. 


47 


Contact :  jabir.abbas@yahoo.com 


http://fb.com/ranajabirabbas 


Presented  by:  Rana  Jabir  Abbas 


Second  :  The  following  prayer  which  the  Holy  Prophet 
recited  just  after  the  declaration  : 


S 


V  ? 


53 

I- 

[If 


13 

“O  Allah,  love  him  who  loves  Ali,  and  be  an  enemy  of 
the  enemy  of  Ali.  Help  him  who  helps  Ali,  and  forsake 
him  who  forsakes  Ali. 

This  prayer  clearly  shows  that  Ali  was  given  that  day 
a  responsibility  in  which,  by  its  very  nature,  some  people 
would  become  his  enemies  (and  that  responsibility  cannot 
be  except  that  of  a  Ruler);  and  in  carrying  out  this  respon¬ 
sibility  he  would  need  helpers  and  supporters.  Have 
you  ever  heard  of  helpers  being  needed  to  carry 
‘friendship'  ? 

Third  :  The  declaration  of  the  Holy  Prophet  that  It 
seems  imminent  that  I  would  be  called  <t\  Allah)  and  I 
would  answer  that  call.”  This  declaration  of  his  imminent 
death  clearly  shows  that  he  was  making  arrangements  for 
the  Leadership  of  the  Muslims  after  his  death. 

Fourth  :  The  congratulations  of  the  companions,  and 
their  expressions  of  joy  do  not  leave  any  room  for  doubt 
concerning  the  meaning  of  this  declaration. 

Fifth :  The  occasion,  place  and  time.  Imagine  the 
Holy  Prophet  *  braking  his  Journey  at  mid-day.  and 
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detaining  thousands  of  travellers  under  the  burning  sun 
of  the  Arabian  desert,  making  them  sit  in  a  thorny  place 
on  the  burning  sand,  making  n  pulpli  "I  camel  raul.ll.-,. 
then  imagine  him  delivering  a  long  lecture  and  at  the  end 
of  all  those  preparations  coming  out  with  an  annouccment 
that  “whosoever  loves  me  should  love  Ali.” 

The  Holy  Quran  Says  : 

“Nor  does  he  speak  of  (his  own)  inclination;  It  (the 
wording)  is  naught  but  a  revelation  revealed  (unto  him).” 
(Chp.  53,  Verse  3  and  4). 

“Obey  God,  and  obey  the  Apostle;  but  if  ye  turn 
away,  he  is  only  responsible  for  the  duly  placed  on  him 
and  ye  for  that  placed  on  you.  If  ye  obey  him,  ye  shall 
be  on  the  Right  Guidance.  The  Apostle’s  duty  is  only 
to  preach  the  clear  (Message).”  Chp.  24  Verse  54. 

“He  (God)  is  the  One  Who  sends  to  His  servant 
manifest  signs,  that  he  may  lead  you  from  the  depths  of 
darkness  into  the  light  and  verily  God  to  you  is  most  kind 

and  merciful.”  Chp.  57  verse  9. 

\ 

“O  ye  who  believe  :  fear  God,  and  believe  in  His 
Messenger  and  He  will  bestow  on  you  a  twofold  portion 
of  His  Mercy.”  Chp.  57-verse  28. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

I’D-AL-GHADIR  AND  THE  AAMAALS 


"Id  a!  (ihadir  is  a  part  of  Islam 

Whoever  rejects  it  has  really  rejected  Islam  itself." 

'Abd’ullah  al-‘Ala’ili 
a  contemporary  Sunni  Scholar  and 
a  literary  figure  of  the  Lebanon. 

Abu  Reihan  Al-Biruni,  Sa’alebi,  Ibne  Talha  Shafeyi, 
lbne  Khallekan  and  Mas’udi  have  regarded  the  day  of 
Ghadir  among  the  big  days  of  rejoicing  of  the  Islamic 
world.  These  reference  books  can  be  consulted  :  Al-A’sarul 
Baqiya,  page  334;  Thamaratul  Quloob,  page  511;  Matali- 
iMia-Sti'ul,  page  53;  Al-Wnflynt,  Vdl.  II,  page  223;  and  Al- 
Tanbech  wnl  Ishraf,  puge  221.  Mahaqqiq  Al-Kulaini  (died 
329  A.  H.)  in  his  valuable  writing  ‘Usl-c-Kafi’  narrates 
from  Sahl  bin  Ziab  that  it  was  enquired  from  Imam  Jafar 
As-Sadiq  A.S.  whether  therey^  any  other  day  of  rejoi¬ 
cing  in  the  Islamic  world  besides  the  days  of  celebration  of 
Friday,  Hid  al-Azhfc  and  Eid-nl-Fitr?  The  great  Imam 
said  ‘Yes,  there  is  the  most  revered  one.’  The  questioner 
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,skcd  'Which  celebration  is  it?"  The  Imam  replied. 
. ..VI, '  ,hc  Apostle  of  God  appointed  the  C'omntandcr  ot 
lhe  Faithful  as  his  successor  and  proclaimed  ’Whose  muster 
1  ,m  Ali  also  is  his  master’.  When  asked  about  the  date 
'  untied.  ‘Eighteenth  of  the  month  of  Zilhaj." 


In  the  evening  prior  to  the  day  of  l’d-al-Ghadir,  after 
the  Maghrib  and  Isha  Prayers,  recite  the  Ziarat (Salutations) 
f  Hazrat  Ali  A.S.  followed  by  two  rakats  Namaz-e-Ziarat. 


(Refer  page  53) 

On  the  day  of  I’d-al-Ghadir  it  is  highly  recommended 
to  take  a  solemn  bath  (Ghusal)  and  to  fast.  Two  rakats 
Namaz  should  be  offered  half  an  hour  before  the  time  of 
Zohar.  In  the  first  rakal  after  Sura  Al  Fateha  recite 
Sura  Al-Qadr.  In  the  second  rakat  after  Sura  Al  Fateha 
recite  Sura  Tauhced.  After  completion  of  the  Namaz,  one 
should  go  into  a  prostration  (Sajdah)  and  recite  each  of 
the  following  100  limes  ;  ‘Shukran  Lilluh  (Thanking  God 
for  His  Blessings)  and  ( AI-Hnmdau-l.illah)  (All  Praise 
belongs  to  God). 


The  day  should  be  spent  in  the  worship  of  God  and 
one  should  pray  for  the  forgiveness  of  one’s  sins,  and  beg 
for  one’s  righteous  desires.  Feed  the  poor,  recite  Sala- 
waat  as  often  as  one  can  and  greet  your  brethren  on  this 
happy  occasion.  Pray  to  God  to  keep  you  on  the  Strai¬ 
ght  Path  that  leads  to  Heaven,  for  the  doors  of  God’s 
Pardon  are  open  this  day,  and  His  Blessings  bountiful. 


Imam  Jafar  As-Sadiq  A.  S.  has  said  "It  is  essential 
to  remember  and  narrate  the  virtues  of  Prophet  Muham¬ 
mad  S.  A.  and  his  descendants,  because  the  Prophet  had 
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asked  Hazrat  Ali  to  observe  the  day  of  Cihadir  as  a  day 


of  great  rejoicing. 

Thus  the  18th  ofZilhajj  is  marked  as  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  and  happiest  days  for  Muslims  because  it 
commemorates  the  historical  day  when  the  Holy  Prophet, 
in  compliance  with  the  Will  and  Order  of  God,  declared 
Hazrat  Ali  as  his  immediate  successor,  and  that  this  very 
auspicious  day  earned  God’s  confirmation  of  the  religion 
of  Islam.  The  devotees  and  lovers  of  the  Holy  Prophet 
and  his  Ahl-ul-Bait  do  therefore  celebrate  this  day  as  a 
day  of  I’d  and  call  it  I*d-nl-Ghadir. 

It  is  quoted  from  Imam  Ali  ibne  Moosa  (Ar-Rezal 
A.  S.  that  the  day  of  I’d-al-Ghadir  is  a  very  blessed  one. 


CHAPTER  VII 


SALUTATIONS  TO 
HAZRAT  A U  ALAIHIS  SALAAM 

Sj>\ 
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Transliteration  :  '2T 

“As-Salaamo  alaika  aiyyo-hal  wasee-yul  barrut  taqce. 
As-Salaamo  alaika  aiyyo-han  naba-ul-azeem. 

As-Salaamo  alaika  aiyyo-has  Wddee-kur  rasheed. 
As-Salaamo  alaika  aiyyo-hal  barrooz-zakec. 

As-Salaamo  alai^J  waseeyn  *««“»**  RttbbU  Af"' 


mccn. 


\° 


54 


Contact :  jabir.abbas@yahoo.com 


Ah'Ndlaaino  dlniktt  uui  ktun  a  uiiti  lkilu->  t\U\  K I  irt  Kp  ’• 
ajma-een. 

Ash-hado  aimaka  habcebullahey  wa  khas-satullahcy  wa 
khalcy-satoh. 

As-Salaamo  alaika  yaa  walee-Alluhes  wa  m  au/.c  y  -  a 
scerreyhcc  wa  aibata  illmeyhee  wa  hanazcyna  wha-ee-hcc 
bey  abee  anta  wa  oommee  yaa  Amir-al-Momccnccn 
bey  abee  anta  wa  oommee  yaa  Hujjatallahcy  alal  a-naa- 
mey  bey  abee  anta  wa  oommee  yaa  Baabal  maqaamey 
bey  abee  anta  wa  oymmee. 

Yaa  Noorallahith-taammey. 

Ash-hado  annaka  qad  ballagta  anillahey  wa  an  Rasool- 
leyhee  sallallaaho  alaihey  wa  aalcyhee  maa  hoommilta  wa 
ra-aita  mastohfizta  wa  hafizta  mastoo  deyta  halalta  wa 
hallaa-lallahey  wa  harramta  haraamallahey  wa  atmamta 
ahkamallahey  wa  lam  tata-adda  hoodoodallahey  abadt- 
allaha  inookhleysan  hatta  atakal  yaqeeno  wa  sallallaho 
alaika  wa  alal  a-immatey  min  baadeyka.” 

Translation  : 

“Salutation  be  unto  thee,  O  Successor  of  the  Prophet, 
and  O  One  Holy  and  Selected. 

Salutations  be  unto  thee,  O  Support  of  Religion. 

Salutations  be  unto  thee,  O  Heir  of  the  Prophets, 
and  the  Repository  of  His  knowledge. 

Salutations  be  unto  thee,  O  Pious  and  Purified. 

Salutations  be  unto  thee,  O  Successor  of  the  Prophet 
of  Allah-the  Creator  of  all  the  worlds. 

Salutations  be  unto  thee.  O  Proof  of  Allah  for  all  His 
creation. 
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1  bear  witness  that  thou  art  the  Chosen  of  Allah  and  one  | 
very  near  to  Him.  |g 

Salutations  be  unto  thee,  O  Saint  A‘lah>  ji; 

who  understands  the  Secrets  of  Allah,  the  Knower 
of  His  Commands,  and  the  Treasurer  of  His  Divine 

Knowledge.  _  _  ,  , 

My  parents  be  sacrificed  upon  thee,  O  Commander  of 

the  faithful.  ^  r 

My  parents  be  sacrificed  upon  thee,  O  Trustee  of  AIL 

for  His  creatures.  _  ,  .n 

My  parents  be  sacrificed  upon  thee,  O  Gateway 

Paradise. 

My  parents  be  sacrificed  upon  thee,  O  Light  of  Allah. 

1  bear  witness  that  thou  didst  preach  the  Code  of  Allah 
and  His  Prophet  (the  blessings  of  Allah  be  upon  him 
and  his  progeny),  and  thou  didst  shoulder  the  res¬ 
ponsibility  to  guide  the  peop!e-to  safeguard  the  Faith 
and  to  propagate  His  Religion,  and  thou  didst  summon 
men  to  goodness  and  thou  didst  forbid  what  was  evil, 
and  thou  didst  conduct  for  Allah,  the  kind  of  steadfast- 
ness  that  needs  to  be  maintained,  and  thou  didst  never 
transgress  the  limits  of  Allah,  and  thou  didst  pray  to 
Allah  with  a  firm  sincerity  and 'wonderous  Faith,  and 
may  Allah  shower  His  blessings  upon  thee  and  the 
Imams  after  thee.” 


ving  in  ihc  right  of  Ha/.rui  AH  u.>  Hie  In .  i>-  -I- . 

obedience  is  required  and  the  immediate  successor  of 
the  Holy  Prophet,  for  such  a  pilgrim  the  Most  High  will 
register  very  great  merit."  And  when  a  visitor  came  in 
person  to  visit  Imam  Jafar-as-Sadiq  and  remarked  that  lie 
had  neglected  to  go  to  the  tomb  of  Ali,  the  Imam  rebuked 
him  :  “You  have  done  badly,  surely  if  it  were  not  that 
you  arc  one  of  our  community,  1  would  certainly  not  look 
towards  you.  Do  you  neglect  to  make  the  pilgrimage  to 
the  of  grave  of  one  whom  God  and  the  angels  visit,  whom 
the  prophets  visit,  and  the  believers  visit?” 

The  pilgrim  replied,  ‘‘I  did  not  know.”  The  Imam 
continued.  “Understand  that  the  Amir-ul-Momineen  is 
in  the  sight  of  God  better  than  all  the  Imams,  and  to  him 
belongs  the  merit  of  the  works  of  all  the  Imams,  in  addition 
to  which  he  has  the  merit  of  his  own  works.’’ 1 

Another  Salutation 

Before  making  the  visit  to  the  Shrine,  according  to 
Imam  Jafar-as-Sadiq  A.  S.,  the  pilgrim  should  first  bathe 
and  put  on  clean  clothes  and  afterwards  anoint  himself  with 
perfume.  The  formal  prayer  of  salutation  that  is  given 
by  al-Kulaini9,  and  which  is  very  similar  to  that  given 
by  Ibn  Babawaihi*,  begins  as  follows  : 


The  Significance  of  the  Pilgrimage 
to  the  Tomb  of  Hazrat  Ali 

This  is  based  on  traditions  from  the  other  Imams. 
There  is  a  saying  attributed  to  Imam  Jafar-as-Sadiq  A.  S. 
-Whoever  visits  this  tomb  of  his  own  free  will  and  belic- 


^4  his 


50 


“Peace  be  unto  thee,  O  Friend  of  God; 
Peace  be  unto  thee,  O  Proof  of  God; 
Peace  be  unto  thee,  O  Caliph  of  God; 

1  Majlisi,  Tofatu’-z-Za’  irin,  p.  50 

2  Kulaini,  Kafl,  Vo!.  It.  p.  321 

3  Ibn  Babawaihi,  Man  la  yahduru  hu’i-Fakili  p.  226 
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Peace  be  unto  thee,  O  Support  of  Religion; 

Peace  be  unto  thee,  O  Heir  of  the  Prophets, 

Peace  be  unto  thee,  O  Guardian  of  the  Fire  and 

Paradise; 

Peace  be  unto  thee,  O  Master  of  the  Cudgel  and  the 
Brand-iron  : 

Peace  be  unto  thee,  O  Prince  of  the  Believers. 

I  TESTIFY  that  thou  art  the  Word  of  Piety,  the  Door 
of  Guidance,  the  Firm  Root,  the  Solid  Mountain,  and  the 
Right  Road. 


I  TESTIFY  that  thou  art  the  Proof  of  God  to  His 
Creation.  His  witness  to  His  Servants,  His  Trustee  for 

His  Knowledge,  a  Repository  of  HU  Secret*,  the  pUce  of 

His  Wisdom,  and  a  Brother  of  His  Apostle  and  I  TESTIFY 
that  thou  wert  the  First  Choice  of  the  Holy  Prophet.  May 
the  favour  of  God  be  upon  thee,  O  Prince  of  Believers, 
upon  thy  spirit,  and  upon  thy  body.’ 

In  his  Manual  for  Pilgrims,  Majlisi  gives  eight  long 
prayers  that  are  appropriate  at  the  time  of  the  pilgrimage 
to  Najaf,1  and  most  of  these  prayers  are  attributed  to 
different  Imams  and  have  been  handed  down  for  centuries 
and  have  been  used  over  and  over  again  by  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  trustful  pilgrims  who  go  to  the  Shrine  of 
their  beloved  Maula  Ali  at  Najaf. 

w* 


Majlisi,  op,  cit,  P.  58-92 


A  POKIM  ON  tfllADlH  I'-  KIIPM 

’•Blessed  and  joyful  is  the  day  today  I 

Joy  in  Heavens  and  Angels  revel  today  ! 

God  is  in  a  final  mood  determined  to  proclaim  today  ! 

It  is  at  “Ghadir-E-Khum”  God  confirms  the  procee¬ 
dings  on  Earth  today  ! 

Most  significant  and  crucial  is  today;  completion  of 
the  Holy  Prophet’s  mission  is  today;  since  Adam's  crea¬ 
tion  most  purposeful  is  today;  God  is  in  his  commanding 
mood  with  no  choice  for  the  Holy  Prophet  today. 

Eighteenth  of  Zilhaj,  tenth  Hijra  is  most  significant; 
Prophets,  their  spiritual  successors  or  Imams  arc  of  the 
Godly  order  and  choice  indeed  ! 

Never  are  they  elected  by  man  but  chosen  by  God 

indeed  ! 

Nor  has  God  ever  left  spiritual  succession  in  doubt, 
disguise  or  abeyance. 

God’s  choice  is  never  capricious,  unjust  or  unfair,  His 
choice  is  the  essence  of  fairness,  justice  and  reason,  He 
chooses  one  who  is  the  emblem  of  justice  and  peace,  He 
chooses  one  who  is  the  essence  of  knowledge  deep,  serene 
sublime  and  profound. 

He  chooses  as  his  Vicegerent  or  Imam  one  who  is  the 
perennial  source  of  knowledge,  guidance  and  learning. 
He  chooses  one  who  is  godhood  and  piety  personified,  He 
chooses  one  who  alone  holds  aloft  the  banner  of  God. 
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Let  mankind  with  one  iota  at  least  of  fairness  and  gratitude 
right  from  Adam  and  the  loss  of  Paradise  uptodate. 

Compare,  judge  and  adjudge  fairly  and  freely. 

If  there  has  ever  been  one  like  Ali  while  yet  a  man  as 

Ali  I 

The  answer  is  none  but  Ali,  Maula  Ali. 

Who  is  Ali?  He  is  none  but  Maula  Ali  born  in  Ka  ba, 
Maula  Of  the  faithful,  Maula  of  the  ‘Momin'  and  the 

‘  Virtuous.' 

Mania  of  the  Angels,  of  the  Easts  and  Wests  and  all 
that  is  Universe. 

Ali!  who  pierces  and  dashes  through  clouds  of 
injustice  and  unfairness. 

Ali  !  who  sheds  perennial  torrential  rain  of  knowledge 
and  learning. 

Valour  kisses  his  feet,  chivalry  adorns  and  sum^ 
smiles  at  him, 

Fairest  of  the  fair  in  war  and  peace  and  humble  m 
success  is  Ali !  > 

Master  of  the  situation  in  war  and  peace  is  Ali  ! 

Hand  and  speech  of  God  and  soul  of  the  Holy  Prophet 
is  Ali ! 

Hero  of  the  heroes  and  Imam  of  the  Imams  is  All  ! 
Leader  of  leaders  and  Imam  of  the  ‘Momin’  and  the 
•  Virtuous’  Is  Ali  I 
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Hero  of  the  invincible  commanders  is  Ali, 

None  l«  «  match  to  All  In  war,  peace  mid  piayei, 

None  is  a  match  to  Ali  in  knowledge,  learning  and 
wisdom, 

None  is  a  match  to  Ali  in  valour  and  chivalry. 

While  so,  the  trusted  and  powerful  of  the  messengers 
of  God,  Gabriel  came. 

pilgrims  of  Holy  Prophet’s  last  Haj  about  to  part  and 
disburse  apart, 

The  Holy  Prophet  suddenly  got  them  gathered  at  once 
at  one  spot, 

A  pulpit  was  raised  in  the  hot  sun  and  Ali  was  lifted 
aloft. 

At  God’s  Command  lest  loss  of  Prophethood  ordained. 

The  Holy  Prophet  never  speaks  but  at  God's 

command, 

The  Holy  Prophet  said,  “Just  as  I  am  ‘Maula’,  the 

Master  of  your  lives  and  souls” 

So  is  this  Ali,  the  ‘Maula’  by  God’s  command  ! 

We,  therefore,  hail  and  hail  Ali  as  Maula  ! 

For  Ali  is  Maula  and  Maula  is  Ali ! 

Our  faith  has  the  base  of  reason  firm  as  Ali  is 

supreme. 

Ever  the  matchless,  first  and  foremost  is  Ali. 
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Mania  Mushkilkusha  is  my  beloved  Ali. 

We  sing  and  salute  and  applaud  and  salute  Ali,  in 
praise  indeed  ! 

I  or  Ali's  path  is  right,  and  right  Is  Ali  indeed  I 
lor  Ali  is  the  Quran  and  the  Quran  is  Ali  indeed  I 
And  the  two,  Ali  and  the  Quran  are  but  one  indeed  !  ” 


References  of  Tradition  Writers  of  the 
Second  Century 

Traditionalists  have  narrated  this  Hadith  in  their 
books  in  every  century  and  every  era,  and  the  names  of 
those  writers  and  scholars  who  have  narrated  this  Hadith 
in  the  second  century  of  Hijra  are  as  follows 


1.  Abu  Muhammad  Amr  bin  Dinar  al-Jamahi  al- 
Makki  (115-116  A.  H.).  2.  Abu  Bakr  Muhammad  bit^ 

Muslim  bin  Ubaidullah  al-Qarashi  Zuhri  (124  A.  H.). 

3  Abdur-Rahman  bin  Qasim  bin  Muhammad  bin  Abi 
Bakr  Taimi  Madani  (126  A.  H.  ).  4.  Bakr  bin  Suwada 

bin  Thamama  Abu  Thamama  Basri  (124  A.  H.).  5.  Abdu¬ 
llah  bin  Najih  Yasar  Thaqafi  Abu  Yasar  Makki  (131  A.H.). 
(>.  Hafidli  Mughira  bin  Muqassim  Abu  Hesham  Dhabbi 
Kuli  (133  A.  H.).  7.  Abdur  Rahman  Khalid  bin  Zaul 
Jamahi  Misri  (139  A.  H.).  8.  Hasan  bin  al-Hakam  Nakh- 

c  Kuli  (cir.  140  A.  H.  ).  9.  Idris  bln  Yazid  Abu  Abdullah 
Awadi  Kuli.  )0.  Yahya  bin  Said  bin  Hayyan  Taim  Kufi. 
(145  A.  H.)  11.  Awf  bin  Abi  Jamila  Abdi  Hujri  Basri 

(146  A.  H  ).  12.  Halidh  Abdul  Malik  bin  Abi  Sulaiman 
A  iv  a  mi  Kufi  (145  A.  II.).  13.  Ubaidullah  bin  Umar  bin 
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Haft  bin  Asim  bin  Umar  bin  Khnttah  A  wadi  Mjul.mi 
(147  A.  H.).  14,  Naim  bin  al-Hakim  Madani  (Id8  A  ll  \ 

IV  I  alht!  Nil  i  Y<th\a  bit)  lalha  Mu  NKiididhih  I  auni  Knit 
(148  A.  H.)  16.  Abu  Muhammad  Kathir  bin  /aid  Aslami 

(cir.  150  A.  H  ).  17.  Haftdh  Muhammad  bin  Ishaq  Madani 
(151-152  A,  H  ).  18,  Halidh  Muammar  bin  Rashid  Abu 

Urwa  Azdi  Basri  ( 153-154  A.  H.),  19.  Halidh  Musar  bin 

Kadim  bin  Dhahir  Hilali  Rawasi  Kuli  (1 53-1  54  A.  ID 

20.  Abu  Isa  Hakam  bin  Aban  Adani  (154  (55  A,  ID 

21.  Abdullah  bin  Shawdham  Balakhi  Basri  (157  A.  ID. 

22.  Halidh  Shuba  bin  Hajjaj  Abu  Bastam  Wasili 

(160  A.  H.).  23.  Hafidh  Abul-Ula  Kamil  bin  al-Ula 

Taminii  Kufi  (cir  160  (A.  H.).  24.  Halidh  SuJ'yan  bin 

Said  Thauri  Abi  Abdullah  Kufi  (161  A.  H.).  25.  Halidh 

Israil  bin  Yunus  bin  Abi  Ishaq  Sabai  Abu  Yusuf  Kuli 
(162  A.  H  ).  26.  Jafar  bin  Ziyad  Kufi  Ahmar  { 165  A  ID. 

27.  Muslim  bin  Salim  Nadhi  Abu  Farwa  Kuli.  28,  Ha 
fidh  Qais  bin  Rabii  Abu  Muhammad  Asadi  Kufi  (165  A. 
H,).  29,  Hafidh  Hammad  bin  Salma  Abu  Salma  Basri 

(167  A.  H).  30.  Hafidh  Abdullah  bin  Lahaia  Abu  Abdur¬ 
rahman  Misri  (174  A.  H.).  31.  Halidh  Abu  Uwana  Wad- 

hdhah  bin  Abdullah  Yashkuri  Wasili  Bazzaz  (175  A,  Hj 
32.  Qadhi  Sharik  bin  Abdullah  Abu  Abdillah  Nakha’i  Kuli 
(177  A.  H.).  33.  Hafidh  Abdullah  (or  Ubaidullah)  bin 

Abidurrahnian  (Abdurrahman)  Kuli  Abi  Abdirrahman 
Ashja’i  (182  A.H,)»  34.  Nuh  bin  Qais  Abu  Ruh  al-Hud 

dani  Basri  (183  A.  H.).  35.  Mutallib  bin  Ziyad  bin  Abi 

Zuliair  Kufi  Abu  Taiib  (185  A.  H  ).  36.  Qadhi  Hasan 

bin  Ibrahim  Anazi  Abu  Hashim  (186  A.  H.).  37.  Halidh 

Jarir  bin  Abdil  Hamid  Abu  Abdillah  Dhabbi  Kufi  Razi 
(188  A.  H.).  38.  Al-Fadhl  bin  Musa  Abu  Abdullah  Mir- 
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wazi  Sinani  (192  A,  H.).  39.  Hafidh  Muhammad  bin  Jafar 

Madani  Basri  Abu  Abdiliah  Ghundar  (193  A.  H.).  40. 
Hafidh  Ismail  bin  Aliyya  Abu  Bashar  bin  Ibrahim  Asadi 
(193  A.  H.).  41.  Hafidh  Muhammad  bin  Ibrahim  Abu 

Amr  bin  Abi  Adi  Basri  (194  A.  H.).  42.  Hafidh  Muh¬ 

ammad  bin  Khazim  Abu  Moawiyya  Tamimi  (195  A.  H.). 
43.  Hafidh  Muhammad  bin  Fudhail  Abu  Abdirrahman 
Kufi  (195  A.  H.).  44.  Hafidh  Wakil  bin  Jarrah  Rawasi 
Abu  Sufyan  Kufi  (196  A.  H.).  45.  Hafidh  Sufyan  bin 

Uyana  Abu  Muhammad  Hilali  Kufi  (198  A.  H.).  46. 
Hafidh  Abdullah  bin  Namir  Abu  Hashim  Hamdani  Kharifi 
(199  A.  H.).  47.  Hafidh  Hanash  bin  Harth  bin  Laqeet 

Nakhai  Kufi.  48.  Abu  Muhammad  Musa  bin  Yaqub 
Zamai  Madani.  49.  Al-Ula  bin  Salim  Attar  Kufi.  50. 
Azraq  bin  Ali  bin  Muslim  Hanafi  Abul-Hajm  Kufi.  51. 
Hani  bin  Avyub  Hanafi  Kufi.  52.  Fudhail  bin  Marzuq 
al-Agharr  Rawasi  Kufi  (160  A.  H.).  53.  Abu  Hamza  Saad 
bin  Ubaida  Kufi.  54,  Musa  bin  Muslim  Hazami  ShaibaDi 
Abu  Isa  Kufi  Tahhan.  55.  Yaqub  bin  Ja*afar  bin  Abi 
Kathir  Ansari  Madani.  56.  Uthman  bin  Saad  bin  Mum 
Qarashi  Kufi. 


B 


References  from  the  translation  of  the  Holy  Quran 

by  the  late  Prof.  Mir  Ahmedali '  j! 

v/KV 

In  the  translation  of  the  Holy  Quran  by  the  late  f 
Professor  Mir  Ahmedali,  one  finds  the  following  names  of  j! 
persons  and  of  books  in  his  footnotes  on  pages  496  to  498. 


K 


(1)  Ahmed  ibn  Hanbal.  (2)  Abdullah  ibne  Ahmed,  ji 
(3)  Abdullah  ibne  Muhammad  ibne  abi  Shaiba  Asdi. 

iM  Abdul  Malik 


(•I)  Abdul  Abhrtfc  Nn*v|. 


/viuminiinuu  C 
bin  Satire 
Salatul  Amir 
bin  Manee’  j 


(6)  Abu  Ishaq  NuUhapurl.  (7)  Ismail  Alius  Ibne  Sum,. in. 
(8)  Abdul  Karim  Sam’aani  (9)  MoafTaq  bln  Al.mr.l 
(10)  Umar  bin  Muhammad.  (II)  Yousuf  bin  Qari  Ali 
Sibt  ibne  Jawzi.  (12)  Moheb-Tabari.  (13)  Ibrahim  ibne 
Muhammad.  (14)  Muhammad  ibne  Abdullah.  (15)  Jam- 
aluddin  Karandi.  (16)  Ibne  Kathir.  (17)  Ali  bin  Shah- 
nbuddin-e-Hamadani.  (18)  Ahmed  bin  Ali  Maqrcezi. 
(19)  Ibne-Sabbagh  Malikj  (20)  Allama  Maibandi 
(21)  Aseeluddin  Waiz,  (22)  Mahmood  bin  Muhammad. 
(23)  Muhammad  bin  Abdur  Rasool  Barzunji.  (24)  Mirza 
Muhammad  bin  Mo’tamud  Khan  Hadsi.  (25)  Muhamm- 
re-AIam.  (26)  Muhammad  ibne  Ismail  bin 
Amir.  (27)  Sulaiman  bin  Dawar.  (28)  Ahmed 
.Manee’  Baghavi.  (29)  Ibrahim  ibne  Muhammad 
Jovaini.  (30)  Jalaluddin-e-Suyuti.  (31)  Jamaluddin. 
(32)  Atauddin.  (33)  Fazlullah  Mohaddis.  (34)  Alauddin 
Muttaqi.  (35)  Mahmood  bin  Ali  Subhani  Qadri. 
(36)  Ahmed  bin  Muhammad  Qushas.  (37)  Ibne-Uqdah. 

Books  : 

(1)  Sirrul  Aalamin-Ghuzaali,  (2)  Asadul  Ghaba. 
(3)  KitabuhMas’ool-Md.  bin  Talhu-e-Shafuyi.  (4)  Taz- 
kirah-e-Khawasul-Umma-Sibt-ibne  Jawzi.  (5)  Manaqib- 
c-ibne  Maghazili  Faqeeh  Sahfuyi.  (6)  Tafsir  Thu’labi. 
(7)  Tafsir  Abu-Saud.  (8)  Tafsir-e-Durre  Manthur.  (9) 
Mo’addarul-Qurba-of  Syed  Ali  Hamadani.  (10)  Kitabul 
Rusul  wal  Mulook-Tabarrj.  (11)  Sawaeq-Moharriqa  Ibne 
Hajar-e-Makki.  (12)  Nuzulul-Abrar-Mirza  Md.  Mo’tamad 
Khan.  (13)  Hisn-e-Haseenu!  Maraleb-Shamsuddin  Muh- 
am  a  ibne  Muhammad  Jazari.  (14)  Arbayeen  -  Hafiz 
Jamaluddin.  (15)  Tazkiranl  Haflaz  -  Hafiz  Zahahi.  (16) 
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Sharhc  Mishkat  -  Mullah  Ali.  (17)  Abqathul  Masdooh 

-  Ailama  Ziauddin  Salah-bin  Mahdi  Muqbih.  (18)  Iosanul 
Oyoon  -  Hafiz  Nooruddin  Halbi.  (19)  Zainul  Fara  -  Hafiz 
Ahmed  bin  Muhammaed  Asemi.  (20)  SiratusSawa  -  Hafiz 
Mahmood  bin-Muhammad  bin  Ali-Shaikhani  Qadri.  (21) 
Lam’ate  Sharhe  Mishkat  -  Shaik  Abdul  Huq-e-Muhaddis 
Dahlavi.  (22)  Nawaqizur  Rawafiz  -  Mirza  Maqdoom  bin 
Mir  Abdul  Baqi.  (23)  Rawzartun  Nadish-Md.  Ismail  ibnc 
Salahut.  (24)  Ma’arijul  Ola  -  Ailama  Md.  Sadrul-Alam. 
(25)  Saiful  Muslool  -  Qazi  Sanaull  Panepatti.  (26)  Do’- 
atul  Hadat  ila  Ada-el-HaqquI  Mo’alat  -  Ailama  Abut 
Qasim-Ubaidullah  ibnc  Abdul  Alhaskari.  (27)  Diraya-e- 
H ;td it hul  Wilaya  -  Ailama  Abu  Syeed  Mashin  Nasir 
Assanjari.  (28)  Miftahul-Kanzul  Daqaiq  -  Hafiz  Shams- 
uddin  Abu  Abdullah  Md.  bin  Nasir  Assanjari.  (29)  Musoad 

-  Imam-e-Ahmcd  Hambal.  (30)  Shawahidun  Nubuwwath 

-  Mullah  Jami.  (31)  Tawzihul-Dalail  -  Sycd  Shahabuddin. 
(32)  Yanabiul-Mo’addah  -  Shaikh  Suleiman -Qandozi  Han- 
afit.  (33)  Rauzatus  Safa.  (34)  Tarikhe  Kamil.  (35) 
1  arikhe-ibnul  Wardi.  (36)  Kitabul  Saniul  Matalcb  -  A11- 
ama-Jarazi.  (37)  Mofaarijun-e-Nubuwwah- Mullah  Mo’ii 
Kashifi.  (38)  FirdausUl-Akhbar-e-Dailmai.  (39)  Tarikh- 
e-Abul-Fida.  (40)  Tarikhul  Khulafa  -  Imaih-e-Suyuti. 
(41)  Khawasul  Aimmah  -  Sibt  ibne  Jawzi.  (42)  Istee-aab 

-  Abdul  Bar. 

“A  complete  list  of  all  the  historians  and  the  tradition- 
ists  (Mohaddithen)  is  impossible  to  give  here.  Only  the 
well-known  and  leading  ones  whose  position  is  univer¬ 
sally  ncccpled  by  the  Sunni  School  have  been  given." 
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Qualities  of  a  true  Muslim 


V 

\ 


May  God  bless  the  man  who  has  heard  His  orders  i 
remembered  them;  who  «•«„  called  tn  Mm  m '  >  V 

r . ;rtuu>  w,,H  . . .  «i., 

has  thus  secured  his  salvation;  who  has  faithfully  obeyed 
commands  and  interdictions  of  his  Preserver  •.»  I 

l>«T,'ucercd  1 rT""!  COnSC,“nC'’  °f  his  «»*•  »ho  I, as 

sincere  in  do.ng  such  good  deeds  ils  will  get  him 
reward  in  Heaven;  who  has  always  acted  sinlessly.  J„, 
ously  and  honourably;  who  has  tried  to  earn  His  blessings 
and  avoided  vice  and  sin;  who  has  discarded  false  pomp 
and  gMry  of  this  world  and  concentrated  in  achieving  , 
exalted  pos.tton  m  the  world  to  come;  who  has  completely 

s  f : raincd  his  desires  a,,d  *"•*-  -  C 

his  fances  and  cravings  under  control;  who  has  decided 

and  ah  T"*  °"  sUfrer,nSs  ls  ‘he  best  way  to  reach  Heaven 
and  abstinence  from  sin  as  the  best  mode  of  sccuri„,. 

salvation;  who  has  adopted  the  best  of  religions  (Mai  " 
1..S  cccd  and  followed  ,h.  brieh,  palh  of  „J,h  .  ^ 

who  hue  correctly  decided  th„  Ihc  .pan  „f  |,is 
period  of  grace  allotted  to  him  to  do  good  before  his  end 
and  having  provided  himself  for  the  next  world  is  wlr  « 
welcome  death. ”  ‘  c  lu 

Sermons  of  Haarat  Ali  from  Nahjul  ttalugha.  (Sermon  79) 


the  blesf  OUr  be,oved  Pr°phct  Muhammad  and 

O  Lord  let  Z?  ^  ^  (hiS  and 

?  L°rd.iet  0Ur  adherence  to  them  be  an  effectual 

™r;.^day  °fJUdgment;  VCrUy  Th°u  art  the 
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Ghadir-e-Khum  by  Amir  Haider  Khan  of  Mahnut- 
Inn! -Luck  now- India  i 

l  ootnoies  from  Translation  of  the  Holy  Quran  by  the  late 
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Ibn  Marduyah  has  mentioned  that  the  Prophet  said, 
"Whoever  wishes  that  his  life  and  death  be  like  mine  and 
that  he  enter  paradise  should  after  mo  love  Ali  and  follow 
my  household,  for  thoy  are  my  descendants  end  have  been 
created  from  my  clay.  My  knowledge  and  understanding 
have  been  bestowed  upon  them.  Therefore  woe  unto  those 
who  deny  their  virtues.  My  intercession  (on  the  Day  of 
Judgment)  will  never  include  them,” 

Muntakhab  Kanzal-  ummal,  on  the  margin  of  Musnad- 
i-Ahmad.  Cairo,  1368,  vol,  V,  p.  94. 
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